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INTRODUCTION 
The following research introduces a critical study in 
the social sciences, particularly history. As Araritava 
Banerjee points out in Historical Materialism and Political 
Analysis, 
History is a process of man's [human] self¬ 
creation that knows no final, ’rational' end. 
And since 'the supreme being for man is man,' 
the forces (motives) that drive men must 
remain with the human and earthly sphere and 
not outside.1 
Thus, it is the responsibility of the historian to give a 
correct analysis of concrete conditions, in order to avoid 
past mistakes and provide solutions to future problems. 
In other words, the relationship between 
possibility and reality and between form 
and essence are analogous and both are real 
in the emphatic sense, though neither is even 
transcended except in actual action. There is 
no way of discounting social experiences, no 
matter how vulgar or mystified.^ 
Therefore, social experiences must be considered in 
analyzing historical conditions in society. 
The inquiry takes us to the subject at hand, Puerto 
Rico. Unlike the majority of the islands in the Caribbean, 
^Amritava Banerjee, Historical Materialism and Political 
Analysis (Calcutta: K.P. Bagchi Co., 1978), p. 2. 
2 
Archie Mafeje, Science, Ideology and Development: 
Three Essays on Development Theory (Uppsala: The Scandina¬ 
vian Institute of African Studies, 1978), p. 11. 
1 
2 
when it comes to the island of Puerto Rico it somehow appears 
to be non-existent as a Caribbean island because of its 
colonialist/imperialist relation with the United States 
and can be referred to as a colony of the United States. 
This brings us to the problem at hand which involves the 
question of the independence of Puerto Rico through an 
analysis of the historical development of the independence 
movement, and its impact on the Puerto Rican masses. 
Hence, the focal point here-is an inquiry into the 
independence movement on the island of Puerto Rico. 
Questions which will be raised are those concerning 
Puerto Rico's status: Whether Puerto Rico should remain 
dependent or become sovereign? What, if any, conditions 
exist that would lead one to believe that the people of 
Puerto Rico would want to become independent? What forces 
are in the forefront of this movement, i.e. political parties, 
pressure groups, revolutionary organizations? Are these 
forces sucessful in mobilizing the Puerto Rican masses? 
Therefore, the investigation will give close attention 
to the historical, economic, social and cultural conditions 
on the island of Puerto Rico from the 1950s to the present. 
By examining these conditions, one can attempt to explain 
the nature of the present problems and possibly prescribe 
solutions to future problems. Solutions must deal with 
the complex web of the interdependency of nations and at 
the same time those contradictions prevalent in the material 
3 
world. 
Chapter One, examines the state of recent historio¬ 
graphy on Puerto Rico, presents the major concepts and 
theories relevant to the work, and describes the use of 
historical materialism as the methodology guiding the 
investigation. Chapter Two provides a general historical 
overview of the island of Puerto Rico. It covers the early 
inhabitants, the Spanish occupation, slave period and 
finally concentrates on the development of the independence 
movement for freedom from the dominance of Spain and later 
from that of the United States. Chapter Three analyzes 
the economic aspects of independence from the fifties up 
to the present and demonstrates how the people of Puerto 
Rico have dealt with the situation of "Operation Bootstrap." 
Finally, the last chapter considers the continued political 
struggle of the independence movement from the fifties up 
to the present noting its strengths and weaknesses. 
CHAPTER I 
HISTORIOGRAPHY, CONCEPTS AND METHODOLOGY 
Throughout its long history of occupied status, first 
the Spanish then the United States, Puerto Rico's history 
has been one of domination and oppression. The purpose 
of this study is to document a small but significant aspect 
in the history of the island of Puerto Rico. The signifi¬ 
cance of this research resides in the fact that it will 
shed new light on the issue of Puerto Rico's political 
status vis-a-vis the United States . At the same time it 
will explore factors that contribute to Puerto Rico's 
impoverishment despite the countries' relation with the 
richest nation in the world, the United States. 
A review of the historical.literature reveals the 
existence of works on the early period - when the indi¬ 
genous inhabitants controlled Puerto Rico; the period of 
Spanish colonization, of the importation of Africans and 
the development of slavery and that of United States 
colonization. Sources are most likely to be found in 
Spanish or English and other languages of countries 
having trade relations with Puerto Rico. Works on the 
4 
5 
indigenous inhabitants are scarce but slowly being pieced 
together from some of the written sources that the early 
Spaniards left behind in their records, diaries, or 
journals. With regard to Spanish colonialism, "the 
Archivo Historico suffered a fire in 1929" which "led to 
the disappearance of documents that existed in Puerto Rico 
relating to the first centuries of Spanish colonization,"^ 
As it stands today, research in the sixteenth, seventeenth, 
eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries is possible because 
of the abundance of materials in various repositories. 
Research into aspects of the history of the twentieth 
2 
century of Puerto Rico have hardly scratched the surface. 
Recent historiography of Puerto Rico increased during 
the 1970s. The curiosity of researchers, on the island 
and abroad, opened the door for new avenues of reconstruct- 
3 
ing and reinterpreting the history of Puerto Rico. It was 
discovered that documents concerning Puerto Rico were not 
only in Puerto Rico but in other repositories as well. 
Thus were classified as follows: 
Blanca Silvestrini-Pacheco and Maria de los Angeles 
Castro 'Arroyo, "Sources for the Study of Puerto Rican 
History: A Challenge to the Historian's Imagination," 
Latin American Research Review 16:2 (1981) , p. 157. 
Ibid . , P • 161. 
Ibid., P • 156 . 
6 
(1) official documents produced by the 
various bodies of the central and municipal 
governments in Puerto Rico, Spain and U.S.: 
(2) trade documents, especially relating to 
the consulates, quite often found in foreign 
archives; (3) documents from ecclesiatical 
and parochical archives; (4) notarial 
records, which despite the fact that they are 
the result of private transactions, were 
preserved under strict legal' controls; 
(5) private document collections; (6) series 
of published documents; (7) photographic 
collections; (8) literary and artistic works 
and scientific research publications; 
(9) buildings and other architectural samples; 
(10) archaeological artifacts; and (11) oral 
testimonies.^ 
The existence of these numerous and varied documents 
indicate the wide range of the research possibilities 
available• 
In a review essay, "Puerto Rico ;s New History," 
James L. Dietz reviews five books contributing to Puerto 
Rico’s growing historical documentation. He acknowledges 
that the new historians are opened to "Marxist research 
concerns" and attempts at writing new history give more 
attention to economic factors as a primary concern rather 
that to political concerns.The Centro de Estudios de 
la Realidad Puertorriquena (CEREP) in 1970 was set up 
primarily to gather such information. In essence, the 
4Ibid., pp. 156-157. 
^James L. Dietz, "Puerto Rico's New History," Latin 
American Research Review 19:1 (1984), p. 210. 
7 
Marxist methodological influence on this new generation 
aided historians and social scientists in 
examining economic and class structure, a 
concern that has enriched the understanding of 
the forces that promoted change. Puerto Rican 
history will be written as a synthesis, inter¬ 
weaving, and reinterpretation of the best of 
the old and new histories, but it leans on the 
methodology of the new... although totally new 
is something this tendency cannot claim to be, 
it can rightfully claim to make significant 
breakthroughs in exploring the essence of 
historical processes without which history is 
little more than a recitation of disjointed 
"facts. 
Another article by Dietz, "Puerto Rico in the 1970s and 
1980s: Crisis of the Development Model," looks into the 
contradictions surrounding the "development strategy" for 
Puerto Rico. It raises the question of the contradiction 
between one country trying to industrialize another 
country, but at the same time that country is in essence 
the source of the problem. He offers measures which can 
be taken to modify the strategy. The real question is 
will it help . ^ 
Based on a two volume study, Economic Study of Puerto 
Rico published by the U.S. Department of Commerce, the 
article, "Four Major Economic Issues Emerge in Comprehen¬ 
sive Study of Puerto Rico," summarizes the issues which 
6 lb id . , pp. 211-212. 
^See James L. Dietz, "Puerto Rico in the 1970s and 
1980s: Crisis of the Development Model," Journal of Economic 
Issues 16:2 (June 1982), pp. 497-506. 
8 
were elaborated on in the study. The issues raised are; 
1. Can the economy resume and sustain high 
growth rates? 
2. Can the high level of unemployment be 
reduced? 
3. Does the economy rely too heavily on the 
United States for finance and trade? g 
4. Is the distribution of income too unequal? 
Answers to these questions will not be discussed here; 
however, the text of the thesis will elaborate on the 
aforementioned issues. 
On another theme, "Puerto Rico: Seven Decades of 
Americanization" by Peter Ranis discusses the inter¬ 
connection between the United States and Puerto Rico 
since the early part of the twentieth century. The books 
reviewed are The United States and the Development of the 
Puerto Rican Status Question 1936-1968 by Surendra Bhana, 
Puerto Rico and the United States 1917-1933 by Truman R. 
Clark and Puerto Rican Politics and the New Deal by Thomas 
Mathews. Documentation by the writers focus on 
"presidential papers and official memoranda concerning 
states positions and counterpositions vis-a-vis the 
9 
island" regarding the status question. 
Continuing in the same vein, the status question is 
g 
William A. Cox and Donald G. Hanrahan, "Four Major 
Economic Issues Emerge in Comprehensive Study of Puerto Rico," 
Business America 3:6 (March 24, 1980), p. 22. 
9 
Peter Ranis, "Puerto Rico: Seven Decades of Americani¬ 
zation," Latin American Research Review 15:3 (1980), p. 246. 
9 
10 
dealt with in the articles "The Status Soap Opera" by 
Jose J. Villamil and "Puerto Rico in the Clutches of 
Colonial Dependence" by N*. Poyarkova account the 
prominent issues regarding the status of Puerto Rico. 
Also Leon Howell's article "Puerto Rico: Colony or Country?" 
is an account from the clergy and warns the Christian 
community that because of the poor conditions on the 
island that the independence movement will grow.^ 
The growing concerns on Puerto Rico's status prompted 
Robert Pastor to write the article, "The United States and 
Puerto Rico: A Proposal," which attempts to remedy the 
theoretical and political inadequacies in the literature 
related to the status question by offering a proposal called 
"mutual determination." It involves six steps that outline 
five objectives and four potential problems that call for 
various political interests in the United States and 
12 Puerto Rico to monitor the progress. 
Finally, Rafael Hernandez-Colon, governor of Puerto 
Rico, 1973-1977 and President of the Popular Democratic 
Party notes the impact that the Caribbean Basin Initiative 
See Jose J. Villamil, "The Status Soap Opera," 
Caribbean Review 13:1 (Winter 1984), pp. 3, 44 and N. 
Poyarkova, "Puerto Rico in the Clutches of Colonial 
Dependence," International Affairs 12 (December 1980), 
pp. 48-54. 
^See Leon Howell, "Puerto Rico: Colony or Country?" 
Christianity and Crisis 38:7 (May 15, 1978), pp. 120-123. 
12 See Robert Pastor, "The United States and Puerto 
Rico: A Proposal," Washington Quarterly 7:3 (Summer 1984), 
pp. 123-125. 
10 
(CBI) would have on Puerto.Rico in the article, "Puerto 
Rico: Partner or Victim?" He suggests that it would be 
negative to the economy and proposals are needed to 
1 3 
counteract CBI. 
As to the books on Puerto Rico's historical develop¬ 
ment, there are many. Some were discussed in the preceding 
paragraphs. On the one hand, The Puerto Ricans ; A 
Documentary History (1973) by Kal Wagenheim and Olga 
Jimenez de Wagenheim is a collection of documents written 
from various sources: speeches, newspapers, congressional 
records, etc. recounting the history of Puerto Rico from 
14 
the arrival of the Spanish to the 1970s. On the other 
hand, Puerto Rico: A Socio-Historic Interpretation (1972) 
by Manuel Maldonado-Denis is a Marxist interpretation of 
Puerto Rico's history from 1493 to the 1970s which focuses 
on three eras: 1493-1898, 1898-1940, and 1940 to the 1970s. 
It includes also Puerto Rico's struggle for independence, 
its relation with the international community and an 
epilogue to the fourth edition that comments on the Puerto 
Rican migration to the United States.^ 
1 3 
See Rafael Hernandez-Colon, "Puerto Rico: Partner 
or Victim?" Foreign Policy 49 (Summer 1982), pp. 123-125. 
14 
See Kal Wagenheim and Olga Jimenez de Wagenheim, 
The Puerto Ricans: A Documentary History (New York: Anchor 
Press, 1973). 
^See Manuel Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico: A Socio- 
Historic Interpretation (New York: Random House, 1972). 
11 
Other prominent works are the two works by Gordon K. 
Lewis, Notes on the Puerto Rican Revolution; An Essay On 
American Dominance and Caribbean Resistance and Puerto 
Rico: Freedom and Power in the Caribbean;^^ Workers' 
Struggle in Puerto Rico: A Documentary History17 by 
Angel Quintero-Rivera and We, the Puerto Rican People: A 
1 8 
Story of Oppression and Resistance by Juan Angel Silen. 
Three works which are collections of articles on a 
number of issues concerning the Puerto Rican situation are 
Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans: Studies in History and 
Society (1974) edited by Adalberto Lopez and James Petras, 
The Puerto Ricans: Their History, Culture and Society 
(1980) edited by Adalberto Lopez, each having several of 
19 
the same articles. And lastly, The Intellectual Roots 
of Independence: An Anthology of Puerto Rican Political 
See Gordon K. Lewis, Notes on the Puerto Rican 
Revolution: An Essay on American Dominance and Caribbean 
Resistance (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1974) and 
Puerto Rico: Freedom and Power in the Caribbean (New York: 
Monthly Review Press, 1963). 
'*'7See A. G. Quintero-River a, "Background to the 
Emergence of Imperialist Capitalism in Puerto Rico," 
Caribbean Studies 13:3 (October 1973), pp. 31-63. 
18 
See Juan Angel Silen, We, the Puerto Rican People: A 
Story of Oppression and Resistance (New York: Monthly 
Review PRess, 1971). 
19„ 
See Adalberto Lopez, ed., The Puerto Riçans; Their 
History, Culture, and Society (Cambridge, MA.: Schenkman 
Publishing Company, Inc., 1980) and Adalberto Lopez and 
James Petras, eds., Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans: Studies 
in History and Society (New York: Monthly Review Press, 
1980) . 
12 
Essays (1980) edited by Iris M. Zavala and Rafael Rodriguez 
that concentrates primarily on the political aspect of the 
20 
Puerto Rican situation. 
Another work by Morales Arturo Carrion Puerto Rico: A 
Political and Cultural History (1983) is a book covering 
the twentieth century of Puerto Rican relationships with 
the United States. The first section focuses on the 
Spanish colonization, the second section on the twentieth 
century and the final section on the cultural expression 
of the Puerto Rican community, on the island as well as 
21 
in the United States. 
Lastly, a work which is the center piece of our 
investigation, the independence movement, is given 
attention in the History of the Independence Movement 
(1981) by Harold J. Lidin which is a comprehensive study 
of the history of the independence movement in the 
nineteenth century. It is the first volume of a series 
of three. The author intends to write volume two on 
the independence movement in the twentieth century and 
volume three on the prescriptions to the future problems 
20 
Iris M. Zavala and Rafael Rodriguez, eds. The 
Intellectual Roots of Independence; An Anthology of 
Puerto Rican Political Essays (New York: Monthly Review 
Press, 1980 ) . 
21 
See Olga Jimenez de Wagenheim, "The Dual Coloni¬ 
zation of an Island: A Political and Cultural History of 
Puerto Rico," Caribbean Review 13:1 (Winter 1984), pp. 31- 
32 . 
13 
in Puerto Rico. However, neither work is completed. 
To add to the literature, the periodicals Revista del 
Colegio de Abogados de Puerto Rico, Revista Juridico 
Facultad de Derecho Universidad Interamerico, Revista 
Juridica de la Universidad de Puerto Rico, and Caribbean 
Review will be helpful. The newspaper The Guardian also 
carries articles of interest on the Puerto Rican question. 
This selection is by no means exhaustive and the 
short survey into the literature gives some idea as to 
the information available and upon which this research is 
based so that the proposed research can be accomplished. 
Therefore, one must have a theoretical base to work from 
to do the research. 
The theories and concepts applied in this research 
were selected for their operational and/or functional 
significance insofar as they help to define reality in 
relation to the Puerto Rican experience. Since the 
question of independence is at the heart of this inquiry, 
it is fitting that our theoretical framework should be 
one that shall enable us to decipher the complexity 
of the contradictions created by the contradictory aims 
of, one the one hand, U.S. economic and political domination, 
22 
See Harold J. Lidin, History of the Puerto Rican 
Independence Movement, Vol. 1 (Hato Rey: Master 
Typesetting of Puerto Rico, Inc., 1981). 
14 
and, on the other hand, the desire and search for national 
liberation on the part of the Puerto Rican people. Hence, 
from this perspective, we believe that historical 
materialism is such a theory. 
By historical materialism one means "the extension 
of the principles of dialectical materialism to the 
phenomena of the life of society, to the study of society 
23 
and its history." The concepts of dialectical method 
and the historical materialist method are essentially 
identical concepts and when applied to society become 
24 
concrete. Thus the main features of dialectics are: 
1) all phenomena in nature are connected; 2) phenomena 
are always continuously moving and changing, 3) develop¬ 
ment proceeds from quantity to quality, and 4) it also 
develops by the unity and struggle of opposites through 
contradictions; the internal contradiction being the 
primary contradiction which constitutes the general 
25 philosophical categories of dialectics. Therefore, 
we must have such purely sociological 
categories as social existence and social 
consciousness, material and ideological 
relationships, the productive forces and 
the production relations, the mode of 
production, the social-economic formation, 
Joseph Stalin, Dialectical and Historical Materialism 
(New York: International Publishers, 1940), p. 5. 
24 
F. V. Konstantinov, et al., The Fundamentals of 
Marxist-Leninist Philosophy. Translated by Robert Daglish 
(Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1982), p. 186. 
2 5 
Stalin, Dialectical and Historical Materialism, 
pp. 7-11 . 
15 
the basis and the superstructures, social 
classes, nations, and so on. These categories 
sum up the major laws of social existence 
and socio-historical knowledge.^ 
This method combines theory and method and serves as a 
2 7 
general theoretical methodological science. In effect, 
it becomes an "effective method for study of phenomena 
2 8 
and processes of social life." 
With this theory a number of connected concepts will be 
useful to the investigation since they all relate to the 
issue at hand, namely the movement for independence in 
Puerto Rico. These are colonialism, imperialism, neo¬ 
colonialism, class struggle, class interests, nationalism, 
national liberation, self-determination, not to mention 
political independence and political autonomy, to name 
just a few. 
The concept of colonialism must be preceded by the 
definition of a colony. A colony is an area or territory 
which is dominated by one or several countries, economically, 
politically, socially and culturally. It is part of the 
capitalist mode of production which exploits the colony for 
natural as well as human resources to support the overall 
imperialist structure. Colonies can exist in at least 
2 6 
Konstantinov, Fundamentals of Marxist-Leninist 
Philosophy, p. 196. 
27. 
Ibid., p. 199. 
28 
Ibid p. 200. 
16 
three forms - a direct colonial state, a semi-colonial 
state, and a settler colonial state. In essence, 
colonialism is a system of rule which assumes 
the right of one people to impose their will 
upon another. This must inevitably lead to a 
situation of dominance and dependency which 
will systematically subordinate those governed 
by it to the imported culture in social, 
economic, and political life.29 
Colonialism, therefore, is the: term used to encompass a 
total oppressive and exploitative system. It 
denies human rights to human beings whom it 
has subdued by violence, and keeps them by 
force in a state of misery and ignorance... 
racism is ingrained in the nature of the ^Q 
colonialist methods of production and exchange. 
This denial, or rightly called oppression, permeates all 
aspects of society. 
Imperialism is best explained by V.I. Lenin in 
Imperialism; The Highest Stage of Capitalism. Starting 
from the concept of capitalism or one mode of production 
in which the masses are exploited for the benefit of a few 
and surplus value is valued more than people, it is noted 
as "commodity production at its highest stage of develop- 
31 ment, when labour power itself becomes a commodity." 
29 
E.A. Brett, Colonialism and Underdevelopment in East 
Africa: The Politics of Economic Change 1919-1939 (London; 
Nok Publishers, Ltd., 19730, p. viii. 
30 
Albert Memmi, The Colonizer and the Colonized 
(Boston; Beacon Press, 1965), p. xxiv. 
31 
V.I. Lenin, Imperialism; The Highest Stage of 
Capitalism (Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1975), p. 72. 
17 
Capitalism must expand by acquiring new markets in order to 
maintain its profits; it then develops into imperialism. 
It grew "into a world system of colonial oppression and 
of the financial strangulation of the overwhelming 
majority of the populations of the world by a handful, of 
3 2 
'advanced' countries." Essentially, capitalism was free 
competition which exported goods and imperialism, mono- 
33 
polies which exported capital. 
Continuing Lenin's discussion, Kwame Nkrumah further 
discussed another stage of imperialism that showed its 
ugly head after the nationalist movement which took place 
in the colonies. Nkrumah, in his book Neo-Colonialism: The 
Last Stage of Imperialism, provides and indepth discussion 
of the meaning and nature of neo-colonialism. In this state 
the previous colony has gained political independence, 
supposedly, but is still tied to the previous colonizer 
economically. It is in fact, "a state which is...in theory, 
independent and has all the outward trappings of inter¬ 
national sovereignty. In reality, its economic system and 
34 thus its political policy is directed from outside." 
It is 
3 2 Ibid., p. 5. 
3 3 lb id., p. 72. 
34 
Kwame Nkrumah, Neo-Colonialism: The Last Stage of 
Imperialism (New York: International Publishers, 1965), 
p . xi . 
18 
based on the principle of breaking up former 
large united colonial territories into a 
number of small non-viable states which are 
incapable of independent development and must 
rely upon the former imperial power for 
defense and even internal security.^ 
Thus, while in theory a country may be independent, in 
reality, it can still manifest all the signs of a colony. 
Usually, control is exercised by the former 
colonialist, and this is because imperialism must find 
new allies in order to maintain its dominance. Consortium 
control or control by a number of countries is one way of 
combining the capital for investment to maximize the 
exploitation of the former colony. Methods used to 
maintain this relationship are takeovers by the imperialist 
military directly or Uy installation of a puppet regime whose 
interests serve the imperialists. In any case, the 
imperialist make economic demands on this new market that 
force the consumption of manufactured products which may 
have no real need. Also these countries are forced to 
sell their primary products at inflated prices so that 
they cannot use these profits to benefit their own interests. 
Thus, these conditions increase the gap between rich and 
poor. While doing this it also creates social conditions 
which are unbearable by the mass population, resulting in 
one of two outcomes: a change of masters or revolution. 
35 
Ibid., p. xiii. 
19 
The concepts of class, class interests and class 
struggle are intimately related and one cannot be fully 
apprehended without the other. Hence, while social classes 
are groups of people defined in relation to the means of 
production and the position that each group occupy within 
a given system of production, the notion of class interest 
is defined in function of the degree of awareness or lack 
thereof on the part of a group, in identifying that which 
belongs to it as opposed to that which belongs to others. 
This is called class consciousness. As often happens, the 
interests of a given group, may conflict with those of 
another group. And when each group stands up to fight the 
other for its interests, one arrives at the conjunctural 
3 6 
development called class struggle. 
Nationalism has a theoretical and practical base. 
Theoretically, nationalism is a doctrine which evolved in 
Europe around the nineteenth century. 
It pretends to supply a criterion for the 
determination of the unit of population 
proper to enjoy a government exclusively its 
own, for the legitimate exercise of power in 
the state for the right organization of a 
society of states.37 
Humanity is divided into nations which are known by certain 
3 6 See Issa G. Shivji, Class Struggle in Tanzania 
(Dar es Salaam: Tanzania Publishing House, 1975). 
3 7 
Elie Kedourie, Nationalism (New York: Praeger 
Publishers, 1962), p. 9. 
20 
characteristics and a national self-government which 
3 8 
becomes the only legitimate government. But as practiced, 
in the case of Puerto Rico and other Third World countries, 
there is no pretending and no legitimate government 
although nationalism exists. As such, nationalism or the 
nationalist movement represents one form of resistance to 
exploitation in the form of an anti-colonialist, anti¬ 
imperialist struggle, i.e. national struggle or national 
liberation struggle. 
National liberation is the concept used to describe 
the strategy which the mass of colonial populations attempt 
to alleviate their oppression. 
The foundation for national liberation rests 
in the inalienable right of every people to 
have their own history, whatever formulations 
may be adopted at the level of international 
law. The objective of national liberation, is 
therefore, to reclaim the right, usurped by 
imperialist domination, namely: the liberation 
of the process of development of national 
productive forces.39 
The liberation process thus means that the oppressed must 
shake off their oppressors and begin, again, to control 
their own destiny, to choose the mode of produciton which 
3 8 
Ibid. See also Horace B. Davis, Toward A Marxist 
Theory of Nationalism (New York: Monthly Review Press, 
1978) . 
39 
Amilcar Cabral, "National Liberation and Culture," 
Return to the Source (New York: Monthly Review Press, 
1973), p. 43. 
21 
best fits their concrete conditions, and to maximize the 
use of their productive forces and revitalize their 
cultural development. In essence, to do what the people 
see fit in realizing the country's full potential. 
Once the theoretical stage of national liberation 
has been taken to the practical level, national liberation 
movements become an expression of national liberation. 
National liberation movements are an organized effort to 
struggle against foreign oppression. In other words, 
The chief goal of the liberation movement 
goes beyond the achievement of political 
independence to the superior level of complete 
liberation.. .undertaking a selective analysis 
of values of the culture within the framework 
of the struggle for 1iberat ion.40 
The interrelatedness of culture along with the quest for 
national liberation must be analyzed and utilized to 
"mobilize and organize the people, under the direction 
41 
of a strong and disciplined political organization." 
At this stage it must confront violence with violence and 
move to the stage of armed struggle for national liberation. 
Self-determination refers particularly to the "right 
of oppressed peoples" to exist independent of imperialist 
domination. Such forms of so-called sovereignty under the 
disguise of "self-government," "dominion status," "home 




rule," "commonwealth," and other namesakes are only- 
obstacles to the real aspirations of the masses of 
oppressed peoples throughout the subjugated territories of 
42 
the world. A necessary step which accompanies self- 
determination is self-consciousness or awareness of 
one’s situation. It also stresses the need for political 
independence as well as political autonomy. Not just to 
have independence with pomp and circumstance but total 
independence which means those oppressed must be able to 
choose how they intend to develop their own country to 
benefit themselves. In essence, to control their own 
des tiny. 
Such concepts have their inherent contradictions and 
when applied to concrete conditions will exhibit their 
particularities. 
The very nature of this study calls for more than one 
avenue of acquiring the materials needed. The majority of 
the sources came from those held in the Library of 
Congress (Washington, D.G.) and surrounding repositories 
in Atlanta, Georgia; Emory University, Georgia State 
University, Atlanta University.and Atlanta-Fulton Country 
Library and also the Government Printing Office located in 
Washington, D.C. and Atlanta, Georgia. Also it was 
4 2 L. Harry Gould, Marxist Glossary (San Francisco: 
Proletarian Publishers, 1946), p. 85. 
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necessary to acquire primary materials at the Centro de 
Estudios Puertorriquenos, Hunter College in New York City. 
Sources were found in Spanish and an effort to translate 
them was made by the research when necessary. The ob¬ 
servational method known as participant-observer was 
employed when needed. This entails establishing a 
relationship with the group under study "and observations 
43 are recorded with a great amount of inference." To add 
to this, the research did, when possible, utilize surveys 
and statistics for data analysis. 
Because of the nature of the theoretical framework - 
historical materialism - which is to be utilized in the 
research, an analysis of contradictions or socio-political 
conflict(s) constituties the principle methodology in this 
investigation. The methodology is to determine the 
priniciple and secondary contradiction(s) and comprehend 
the direction taken by each process; it will be necessary 
to determine with the principal contradiction, the 
principal aspect of it. It will also call for a distinction 
between the antagonistic and the non-antagonist 
contradictions. This distinction is particularly necessary 
with regard to the resolution of conflict or contradiction. 
It is in the same vein that one shall seek to determine 
David Nachmias and Chava Nachmias, Research in the 
Social Sciences (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1981), 
p. 177. 
the universality and the particularity of contradictions 
within the Puerto Rican experience. Therefore, in the 
next chapter the research will concentrate on a historical 
overview of Puerto Rico in general and the independence 
movement in particular prior to 1950. 
CHAPTER II 
HISTORICAL OVERVIEW AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE MOVEMENT 
TOWARD INDEPENDENCE PRIOR TO 1950 
Although no one can pinpoint the exact date as to when 
the presence of the indigenous inhabitants appeared on 
the islands of the Caribbean, evidence shows that humans 
inhabited the island of Puerto Rico at least as far back as 
15,000 B.C. At least five notable stages were prevalent 
before the arrival of Europeans. These are: 1) c.15,000 B.C. 
- migrations from northern South America to the Caribbean 
- the Aracios; 2) c.5,500 B.C. - 400 B.C. - hunting and 
gathering patterns in the interior, fishing off the coast; 
3) c.400 B.C. - 700 A.D. - new wave of Arawaks from South 
America - Igneris; 4) 700- 1000 A.D. - Taino culture begins 
to develop; 5) 1100- 1500 A.D. Taino culture reaches its 
peak.^ 
By the time the Europeans came the Taino culture had 
reached its peak in Santo Domingo and Puerto Rico. To them 
the island was known as Borequin. They had developed 
^Francisco Moscoso, "Chiefdom and Encomienda in Puerto 
Rico: The Development of Tribal Society and the Spanish 
25 
26 
a common universal language; the development 
of agriculture as well as hunting and fishing; 
the erection of villages; and prevailing 
social organization based on the caciquei or 
chieftain. The cacique, ruled over the higher 
class of nitainoA* and the lower class of 
workers, called na6on.iaA+, and there were 
regional caciqueA as well as an insular ? 
cacique at the top of the social pyramid.“ 
Due to internal problems such as jurisdictional arrangements, 
fishing rights, or marriage agreements, their society was 
not in total harmony. However, the sedentary life-style 
nutured the foundation for economic activities of the 
society, such as the cultivation of six species of yucca 
(cassava), five of yams, three of adi (aji or pepper) and 
tobacco. Even though men participated in cultivation, the 
3 
majority of the work was done by women. 
The final wave of Amerinidians,** the Caribs, also came 
from South America. Aggressive and warlike, and at times in 
*nitanios - enforcers and supervisors of labor, class 
interests were aligned with the caciques 
+naborias - servants 
** Amerindians - American Indians or Indians in the Western 
Hemisphere 
Colonization to 1530," in Adalberto Lopez, ed. , The Puerto 
Ricans; Their History, Culture and Society (Cambridge, MA.: 
Schenkman Publishing Company, Inc., 1980), pp. 5-12. 
2 
Arturo Morales Carrion, Puerto Rico; A Political and 
Cultural History (New York; W.W. Norton and Company, Inc., 
1983), p. 5. 
3 
Manuel Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico; A Socio-Historic 
Interpretation (New York: Vintage Books, 1972), p. 14; 
Carrion, p. 16; Adalberto Lopez, "The Beginnings of 
Colonization; Puerto Rico, 1493-1880," in Adalberto Lopez 
and James Petras, eds., Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans; 
Studies in History and Society (New York: John Wiley and 
2 7 
pursuit of the Arawaks (Tainos), the Caribs waged several 
invasions on them. This conflict was still in progress 
when the Spanish arrived. 
Before the arrival of the Spanish, the communal 
character of the society began to dissovle. "In its place 
there arose a new content of social relations of production 
where some men based their lives on the exploitation of the 
4 
labor of other men." Thus, the social relations began to 
shift from a communal to a feudal structure. 
European expansion was at its peak when the Spanish 
began their exploits (exploration) in the Western Hemi¬ 
sphere in search of new markets and resources. Christopher 
Columbus on his second trip to the Western Hemisphere 
arrived on the island of Borequin, November 19, 1493 and 
renamed the island San Juan de Baptista (Bautista). Later 
it became known as Puerto Rico. Three days later he left 
for Spain and over ten years later permission was given by 
the Spanish Crown to Vincente Yanez Pinzon to colonize 
the island. This agreement endowed him with the right to 
colonize the country. (See Appendix A). Of course, this 
Sons, 1974), pp. 16-17. 
L\ 
Moscoso, "Chiefdom and Encomienda in Puerto Rico," 
p. 10. 
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so-called right neglected the consent of the indigenous 
population. Pinzon later sold his right to Martin Garcia 
de Salazar who also lost this right. Finally, the beginning 
pattern of colonization was established by Juan Ponce de 
Leon in 1508 who had had fifteen years of experience of 
colonization in Hispaniola.^ Authorized by the Governor 
General of the Indies, Nicolas de Ovando, to establish the 
first European settlement on Borequin, Ponce de Leon, mét 
with Agueybana, the cac^ue of the indigenous settlement 
on the south coast, with whom he formed an alliance and 
began to establish the town of Caparra (now San Juan). 
He noted in his report to Governor de Ovando: 
I left the villa of Santo Domingo to go to 
San Juan on the Twelfth day of July, year 
one thousand five hundred and eight...after 
the storm I continued my voyage and reached 
the island of Mona, where I found the caciques 
and Indians of the southern part of said 
island of San Juan. On the twelfth day of 
August, I landed near the beach that is in 
the land of Chief Agueybana... I had two 
pieces of land prepared, one of them next 
to the town...for the colonizers, four leagues 
from- the River Toa, was for.me... This is all 
I have been able to do so far, because I have 
been required to move the settlement so many 
times, and for lack of food, and because I 
have not been able to take advantage of the 
labor of the Indians, as should be done.^ 
^Lopez, "The Beginnings of Colonization," p. 15. 
^Translated from "Report to Fray Nicolas de Ovando," 
Juan Ponce de Leon, May 1, 1509, Cayetano Coll y Toste, 
ed., Boletin Historico de Puerto Rico, vol. 1, 1914, 
pp. 119-121 quoted in Kal Wagenheim and Olga Wagenheim, 
eds., The Puerto Ricans: A Documentary History (New York: 
Anchor Books, 1973), pp. 20-22. 
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The next year Juan Ponce de Leon was made governor and 
ordered to assign land and make treaties with the 
Amerindians - Tainos.^ 
When Agueybana died and was succeeded by his son, 
Agueybana II, Ponce de Leon assigned him to Sotomayor 
g 
under the encomienda* system. Colonization was beginning 
to take shape. 
Once colonization began, a regime based on 
the exploitation of the indigenous population 
was not long in coming. Bent on the exploita¬ 
tion of Puerto Rico's meager gold resources, 
the Spaniards made the Indians thier princi¬ 
pal instruments of labor.9 
They 
introduced repartimiento de indios, by virtue 
of which the Indians were required to provide 
wage-free labor for the European newcomers in 
return for, "protection" and the blessings of 
the Christian faith. 
In other words, a form of slavery was used. 
With Sotomayor's cruelty and indifference toward the 
*encomienda - servants under noble or conqueror, each having 
rights and duties, more duties than right and 
were not considered the personal propetry of 
the noble or conqueror. 
^Lopez, "The Beginings of Colonization," p. 16. 
g 
Translated from Ricardo E. Alegria, Descubrimiento, 
Conquista y Colonizacion de Puerto Rico; 1493-1599 (San 
Juan: Coleccion de Estudios Puertorriquenos, 1969), 
pp. 51-69 quoted in Wagenheim, PR: A Documentary History, 
p. 2 8. 
g 
Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico: A Socio-Eolltico 
Interpretation, p. 14. 
■'■°Lopez, "The Beginnings of Colonization," p. 16. 
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Tainos and Caribs, whether in the mines, or fields. 
rebellions soon occured. The indigenous population began 
organizing and attacking the colonizer and "were now 
engaged in an islandwide revolt to retain their freedom."'*'''' 
Juan Ponce de Leon asked for permission, from the Spanish 
Crown, to continue to pursue the Amerindians that had gone 
to the other islands as a result of losing these battles, 
because the island of Borequin would be left without a 
labor force. "By the mid-1500s the entire nation of Tainos 
in Santo Domingo, Puerto Rico and Cuba had been destroyed 
- in battle, by suicide, or from disease brought by the 
12 Europeans." Also the superiority of the Europeans' 
weapons led to their defeats. The Caribs allied themselves 
with the Tainos and returned to attack the Spanish settle¬ 
ment, whenever possible, and also became victims of 
slavery as well as being decimated in the process. The 
genocide of the indigenous population was decimated from 
a population of thirty to fifty thousand that were there 
when the Spanish arrived to a population of a few thousand 
13 
when the Spanish took over. This created a labor 
shortage and therefore the Spanish had to look for another 
'■''Translated from Ricardo E. Alegria quoted in Wagen- 
heim, PR: A Documentary History, p. 31. 
12 Epica Task Force, Puerto Rico: A People Challenging 
Colonialism (Washington, D.C.: Epica Task Force, 1976), 
p . 7 . 
13 Lopez, "The Beginnings of Colonization," p. 18. 
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workf orce. 
With this scenario, the solution to the problem lay in 
the fact that Africans could be imported to replace the lost 
indigenous labor force. By the mid-sixteenth century 
14 
slavery as a mode of production was adopted. Permission 
by the Spanish Crown was granted in 1503 to import slaves 
and from then on a steady increase of Africans were imported 
to the island.^ ^ 
Africans and the indigenous population were both under 
slavery at this time, and in 1527 united in a revolt which 
caused many Spanish to flee to Spain. Spaniards began 
leaving the island in droves, but Governor Francisco Manuel 
de Lando issued an order that no one could leave the island 
without permission.^ Along with this order also was 
placement of two bans on the importation of slaves from 
North Africa, particularly against the Wolofs. 
The change in the mode of production to slavery also 
changed the class relationship on the island as the social 
class structure shifted to a society of master-slave 
relationship. This consisted of landowners/labor owners, 
14 Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico: A Socîo-Historic 
Interpretation, p. 15. See also A.G. Quintero-Rivera, 
"Background to the Emergence of Imperialist Capitalism 
in Puerto Rico," Caribbean Studies 13:3 (October 1973), 
pp. 31-63. 
^Lopez, "The Beginnings of Colonization," p. 20. 
^Moscoso, "Chiefdom and Encomienda in Puerto Rico," 
p . 20 . 
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i.e., Spanish free inhabitants, descendants of military 
men, wealthy merchants and planters; "free" laborers 
including free blacks, and the slaves. 
Slavery lasted from 1501 to 1873 and was pure hell 
for the victims.^ Slaves were utilized in the cultivation 
of sugar which had become the primary product. On the 
great sugar estates, slaves did the cultivation and on the 
small sugar plantations, cultivation was done by the 
18 xivaros (jibaros) - "free" laborers. As agriculture 
expanded the demand for labor increased and the number of 
slaves imported rose. From 1775 to 1865 the number rose 
19 from 6,467 to over 41,000. However, the unique situation 
of Puerto Rico's slave population was that not only was 
it small in comparison x^ith the total population, but it 
stood out as the only island in the Caribben with this 
pattern. As Eric Williams notes, "the slaves constituted 
an infinitesimal part of the total population and free 
20 labor predominated during the reign of slavery." The 
^Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico; A Socio-Historic 
Interpretation, p. 16. 
18 
From The Edinburgh Review LX (1835), p. 328 quoted 
in Wagenheim, PR: A Documentary History, p. 56. 
1 9 
Adalberto Lopez, '"Socio-Politico Developments in a 
Colonial Context: Puerto Rico in the Nineteenth Century," 
in Lopez and Petras, eds., Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans, 
pp. 59-60. 
20 Eric Williams, From Columbus to Castro: The History 
of the Caribbean 1492-1969 (New York: Harper and Row, 
1970), pp. 280, 290-95, 303 quoted in Wagenheim, PR : A 
Documentary History, p. 89. 
33 
following table shows the population of Puerto Rico in the 
years 1827, 1834, 1860 and 1872. 
TABLE 1 
Year 1827 1834 1860 1872 
POPULATION 
Total 323,838 357,086 583,181 618,150 
White 162,311 188,869 300,430 328,806 
Mulattoes 100,430 101,275 241,015 257,709 
Free Negores 26,857 25,124 
Slaves 32,240 41,818 41,736 
Slaves as % of total 10 12 14 5 
Slaves as % of colored 21 33 16 11 
Source: Eric Williams, From Columbus to Castro: The 
History of the Caribbean 1492-1969 (New York : 
Harper and Row, 1970), pp. 280, 290-95, 30 3 
quoted in Wagenheim, p. 89. 
Slaves were divided among 2,000 owners with few owning more 
21 
than fifty slaves. 
Of course, laws were enacted to keep slaves in their 
place or "protect" them. Usually the laws were proclaimed 
by the Spanish government, but the governor on the island 
generally contradicted those laws and enacted more harsh 
22 
ones. These laws did not prevent slave insurrections 
which occured in 1527, 1821, 1822(3), 1825, 1843 and 1848. 
Runaways or cimarrones to prevent being persecuted, 
Eric Williams, From Columbus to Castro; The Histo-y 
of the Caribbean 1492-1969 (New York: Harper and Row, lvTo), 
pp. 280-, 290-95, 303 quoted in Wagenheim, PR: A Documentary 
History, p. 89. 
2 2 
Lopez, "Socio-Politico Developments in a Colonial 
Context," p. 60. 
34 
since the insurrections were not successful, usually went 
to nearby islands as the Amerindians had previously done. 
The rebellion in Haiti, in which the French were 
expelled, also had an effect on the Puerto Rican society. 
"In the aftermath of the black rebellion in St. Domingue 
(Haiti) many of the French planters who escaped the anger 
of the black masses fled with their families to Puerto 
23 
Rico." The new elites had social and economic influence 
and "instilled fear in Puerto Rico's elite about the 
danger involved when the masses (especially the slaves) 
24 
were mobilized for political ends," and the dangers of 
having the institution of slavery. But the warnings came 
too late and it did not prevent the continued resistance 
of the slaves in Puerto Rico. 
Taking on the example set by Haiti, Pedro Duboy 
observed that there were a large number of blacks in the 
Puerto Rican population and decided that this strategy 
would work in Puerto Rico. He organized a revolt in 1823 
but the plan was uncovered and the rebellion quelled. 
This and other uprisings in the islands prompted the 
implementation of the Edict Against the African Race or 
Bando Negro (Black Edict), issued by Governor Juan Prim, 
May 21, 1848 "which authorized the masters to kill, the 




hangman to mutilate, in cases that could arise from 
2 5 
slavery." In addition, no blacks from Haiti, the United 
States or French Caribbean colonies were allowed to seek 
2 6 
refuge in Puerto Rico, 
So dissatisfied were the slaves with their condition 
that an increase in the number of revolts resulted in 
abolition in 1872. In fact, proponents of the abolition 
movement argued that Puerto Rico did not need slavery. 
The island had enough "free" labor (exploited labor) and 
that slavery as a mode of production was not necesarry 
because the other labor forces ("free" labor) were in the 
majority. Therefore, in 1866 a delegation went to Spain 
27 
to demand for abolition. As noted in an excerpt from 
The Edinburgh Review, 
Slave labour, reinforced by the slave trade 
cannot long coexist with the industry of a 
free race of cultivators...it is in the power 
of the Spanish Government, by abolishing the 
slave trade, to enable her to pass that crisis 
in safety.. .remove that obstacle and let 
capital flow into the island.28 
2 5 Alejandro Tapia y Rivera, "African Slavery," Mis 
Memorias, o Puerto Rico como lo encontre y como lo dejo, 
1928 quoted in Iris M. Zavala and Rafael Rodriguez, eds . , 
The Intellectual Roots of Independence: An Anthology of 
Puerto Rican Political Essays (New York: Monthly Review 
Press, 1980), p. 54. 
2 6 
Lopez, "Socio-Politico Developments in a Colonial 
Context," p. 60. 
27 
Williams in Wagenheim, PR: A Documentary History, 
pp. 89-90 . 
2 8 
The Edinburgh Review quoted in Wagenheim, PR : A 
Documentary History, p. 57. 
36 
By 1873, March 22 to be exact, the abolition of slavery 
was legally institutionalized and this aspect of Spanish 
colonization ended. Of course, conditions were imposed. 
The slaves had to enter into a contract with the owner for 
at least three years and if the owner refused they were 
contracted to another person. And after five years, ex- 
2 9 slaves were to receive so called "political rights." 
As slavery ended, Spanish colonialism continued; hence, 
the above discussion comprises only two aspects of the 
struggle against the colonial reign of Spain on the island 
of Puerto Rico. 
Spain's exploits lasted for over four hundred years 
and the final phase, the struggle against the Spanish 
monarchy, mostly by the Puerto Rican elite - creole 
(crillos) constituted the last phase. Their struggle 
against Spanish domination is closely linked to the 
struggle against slavery. For it was many of the elites 
who took up the fight for abolition, many who were just 
interested in their class positions, and for many others 
just one step in the long road to real independence. 
In Spain, the period of struggle for political power 
was taking place which pitted the military against the 
monarchy. Spain at the time was also a commercial 
satellite of France, and Napoleon in reaction to this 
2 9 Lopez, "Socio-Politico Developments in a Colonial 
Context," p. 77. 
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internal struggle placed his brother on the Spanish thrown. 
With the help of English supplies and finance, the Spanish 
expelled the French by the use of guerrilla armies, 
between 1808 and 1814, led mostly by the peasants and 
30 
priests. 
In the process, Spain began losing her colonies and 
in Puerto Rico it signified the opening of "the door to 
31 
political autonomy for the creole colonial elites." 
They wanted the Spanish to stop the excessive taxation, 
relinquish the trade restrictions, and remove the policies 
which kept them out of administrative positions that only 
the Spanish elite occupied. Thus, demands for concessions 
turned into wars of independence and Spain began losing 
her territories in the Western Hemisphere, i.e. Mexico, 
Venezuela, Colombia. However, even those who were 
prepared psychologically to break with Spain needed the Puerto 
Rican masses had to be mobilized to make independence 
32 
successful. But the masses remained apathetic and the 
following points can be considered reasons why an 
independence movement failed to crystalize in Puerto Rico. 
First, the fear of the slaves and masses by the creole 
elite; second, the presence of French and Spanish loyalists 
exiles; third, the large number of Spanish troops and; 
30TK . , Ibid., P • 43. 
31-TK • ^ Ibid., PP . 43-44. 
3 2 
Ibid., P • 44 . 
38 
finally, the alliance of the Puerto Rican elite with the 
33 
Spanish Government. These elites were able to gam 
concessions in two brief periods, 1812 and 1815. The 
first concession, the Constitution of 1812, granted the 
Puerto Rican elite (not the masses) participation in the 
Cortes*, more schools, roads,land and the lifting of 
trade restrictions. The second concession, Cedula 
de Gracias promised similar concessions and also noted 
that Catholics from all over were invited to settle in 
34 
Puerto Rico where free royal land would be given to them. 
Both concessions were repealed, in 1814 and 1823 
respectively, and Puerto Rico returned to colonial status 
in which the governor answered only to the elite of Spain. 
The appetite of the Puerto Rican creole elite had been 
whetted and as they refused to align themselves with the 
masses as well as follow the example of the rebellions in 
mainland Spanish American colonies, they chose to follow 
a path of liberalism. This elitist reform movement, which 
eventually split, came to emphasize political autonomy 
3 5 
but kept their distance from the masses. This type of 
attitude was to set the stage for the basis of the political 













elite aligned itself with the Cuban elite and petitioned 
for more autonomy, but Puerto Rico and Cuba still remained 
colonies . 
The society was basically divided between the rural 
and urban community, with eighty-five percent of the 
population concentrated in the rural areas. In the rural 
areas there were the small Puerto Rican elite and Spanish 
elite (landed elite), the agregados - "free" workers 
living as squatters, and the slaves. The urban areas were 
comprised of 1) elites- royal bureaucrats, military 
officers; 2) artisans, shopkeepers, and soldiers and; 
3 6 
3) household slaves, workers, beggars, and prostitutes. 
The migration of Spanish loyalist and French families 
from Santo Domingo (Haiti) increased the Puerto Rican 
population. They became part of the Puerto Rican elite as 
well as controllers of agricultrual activities in the island. 
Since this group did not consider itself as part of the work¬ 
ing class and the island has a large number of "free" workers, 
the Bando de Policia y Buen of 1837 was implemented. It 
compelled all unemployed or landless to work on local 
37 
plantations and farms. They were forced to register 
and carry Lib e.natcLA n.e.y,ciLme.ntan.icLA. - workbooks or passes 
like the ones in today's South Africa. The unemployed or 
3 6 lbid . , P • 6 4 . 
3 7 lbid . , P • 63 . 
40 
landless included the slave population - majority of them 
black and "free" workers, including free blacks, mulattoes, 
3 8 and whites. There were also a small number of "free" 
workers who were able to retain the land despite all the 
schemes the government or private concerns could think of 
to evict them. But in the long run they all came to depend 
on the production of sugar, coffee, tobacco, and other 
agricultural production for employment. 
Meanwhile, the struggle for the independence of Puerto 
Rico continued among the professionals and elites, and 
suffered setbacks on more than one occasion; such as the 
revolts of 1811 and 1838, both of which were discovered 
39 
and crushed by the authorities. 
One major revolt, the Lares Revolt of 1868 or Grito de 
Lares, proclaimed the Republic of Puerto Rico. It marked 
a decisive stage in the struggle for the independence of 
Puerto Rico in that it symbolized the day Puerto Rico 
became Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans became Puerto Ricans. 
In other words, it created a growing sense of nationalism 
40 and a provisional constitution was also adopted. 
Of the many individuals participating in this revolt, 
Ramon Emeterio Betances, of the Puerto Rican elite, was in 




Ibid., p. 71. 
40 
Maldonado-Denis, 
Interpretation, p. 42. 
Puerto Rico: A Socio-Historic 
41 
and independence movement were linked in the struggle 
against the Spanish and speaking out against slavery as 
well, Betances maintained throughout his life that 
independence was the only way for Puerto Rico to gain its 
sense of self-respect. His participation in the revolt 
was prevented because the plans for the revolt had been 
uncovered. Eventually, he was exiled from Puerto Rico, 
on two occasions, and remained in Europe the rest of his 
life while continuing to support the cause of Puerto Rican 
independence with an alliance of Cuban revolutionaries. 
His "Ten . Commandments of Free Men" stress his ideas: 
Abolition of Slavery, The Right to Reject All Taxes, 
Freedom of Religion, Freedom of Speech, Freedom of the 
Press, Freedom of Commerce, The Right to Assemble, The 
Right to Bear Arms, The Inviolability of the Citizen, and 
41 
The Right to Elect Our Authorities. 
The revolt failed because it was elitist in nature. 
However, this revolt brought the contradiction of slavery 
to a head and the pass system among the "free" laborers, 
forcing the Spanish government to gradually abolish the 
41 
Pamphlet of Dr. Betances, St. Thomas, November 1867, 
translated from photographic reproduction in Lecturas 
Basicas Sobre Historia de Puerto Rico, First Part, 
Curriculum Division, Social Studies Program (San Juan: 
Department of Public Education, Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, 1967), p. 174 quoted in Wagenheim, pp. 79-80. 
42 
42 
former and abolish the latter. Another revolt occured at 
Yauco but it did not have the impact of the one at Lares. 
The colony continued with business as usual, but 
agricultural development increased as the slaves were 
emancipated as well as when the "free" labor system was 
43 
eliminated. However, the elites were still bickering 
among themselves. As class contradictions developed within 
their ranks three major factions emerged. These factions 
were the assimilados, those wanting reforms within the 
Spanish system; the autonomistas, those wanting contact 
with Spain but having the ability for some form of self- 
government; and the independentistas, those wanting total 
independence with no strings attached. Thus political 
parties were shaping and "a-large section of the independence 
force hid within these parties, where consequently they were 
44 
castrated." For example, to protest against the move 
towards liberalism and the Spanish firms, the Boycotter, a 
secret organization, was formed. Governor Palacios 
retaliated by imposing a reign of terror; however, he was 
reprimanded by the Spanish government for such harsh 
42 
Juan Antonio Corretjer, "The Day Puerto Rico Became 
A Nation," San Juan Star Sunday Magazine, September 22, 1968 
quoted in Wagenheim, PR: A Documentary History, p. 82. 
43 Ibid. 
44 
Ibid • y p . 8 4. 
43 
* • 45 actions. 
Hence, in the struggle between the liberals and 
conservatives, the liberals (Liberal Party) were victorious 
and changed the party's name to the Puerto Rican Autonomist 
Party reflecting its bourgeois ideology. The autonomist 
wanted to protect their own interests while being 
contemptuous of the masses, and were not about to mobilize 
4 6 the masses for political struggle. They adopted the 
Autonomist Charter (1897) which "was to achieve certain 
47 
changes of a quantitative rather than qualitative nature" 
such as universal suffrage, representation in the Cortes, 
power to ratify commercial treaties. The autonomist 
only addressed the effects and not the root cause of the 
problem itself. This of course was advantageous to the 
elite only. 
By now the focus of Spain's concerns began to move to 
Cuba. Cuba had launched a second attempt for independence 
48 
while Puerto Rico was lobbying m Parliament. Not wanting 
to lose her last colonies, Spain made the last attempts to 
hold on to her possessions and concentrated her efforts into 
4 5 Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico: A Socio-Historic 
Interpretation, p. 30. 
4 6 
Lopez, "Socio-Politico Developments in a Colonial 
Context," p . 8 2. 
47 
Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico: A Socio-Historic 
Interpretation, p. 28. 
48 Ibid., p. 37 and Lopez, "Socio-Politico Development 
in A Colonial Context," p. 81. 
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doing so. 
Since 1795, the United States had been an established 
trading partner with Puerto Rico and with the adoption of 
the Monroe Doctrine, a protectionist agreement against the 
intervention of European powers in the Western hemisphere 
and manifest destiny, the U.S. began eyeing the Spanish 
49 
colonies of Cuba and Puerto Rico for its own interests. 
In 1891, for example, Secretary of State, James 
Blaine wrote to President Harrison, "I believe that there 
are only three places of sufficient value to be taken: 
One is Hawaii and the others are Puerto Rico and Cuba. 
With this attitude the United States fulfilled its 
expanisionist policy at the close of the Spanish-American 
War. Ramon Emeteriô Betances wrote that "I don't want a 
colony of either of Spain or of the United States. What 
do Puerto Ricans do that they do not rebel?...It is the 
same being a Yankee colony as being a Spanish one."^ 
This summed up the independentistas attitude against the 
United States becoming its new colonizer. Therefore, the 
stage was set as the U.S. took over the political reigns 
49 
See Morris Morley, "Dependence and Development in 
Puerto Rico," in Adalberto Lopez, ed., The Puerto Ricans, 
p. 171. 
^°Lopez, "Soc io-Politico Developments in a Colonial 
Context," p. 83. 
^Betances in Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico: A Socio- 
Historic Interpretation, p. 50. 
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from Spain to control Puerto Rico's destiny. 
The analysis next observes the first five decades of 
U.S. domination in the island of Puerto Rico. Thus, the 
Spanish-American War, the United States on July 25, 1898 
began to assume the role of colonial master for the island. 
On annexing Puerto Rico..the United States 
embarked upon an action which'had no 
precedent in its previous expanisionist 
history. For the first time, the United 
States acquired colonies overseas... And 
from that moment on - without ever having 
been consulted - Puerto Rico passed under 
the cover of the wings of the imperial eagle. 
The reasons for acquisition were: 1) strategic and military 
2) imperialist territorial expansion; and 3) development of 
53 Puerto Rico as a market for U.S. products. This included 
manifestations of other elements of colonial exploitation 
such as: 1) a captive- market; value of goods increase, 
large work force, low salaries; 2) exploitation of natural 
resources by foreign investors; 3) finance capital', from the 
colonial power; 4) latifundism and monoculture; 5) military 
occupation; 6) elite responsibility only to the colonial 
power and; 7) an attempt at cultural assimilation.^ 
As the U.S. troops landed they were welcomed by the 
Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico: A Socio-Historic 
Interpretation, p. 71. 
53 
Qumtero-Rivera, "Background to the Emergence of 
Imperialist Capitalism in Puerto Rico," pp . 54-57. 
54 
Maldonado-Denis, 
Interpretation, p. 72. 
Puerto Rico: A Socio-Historic 
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masses because they were seen as "liberators from the 
brutality of the Guardia Civil." Military personnel 
began serving as the interim government until the U.S. 
decided what it exactly wanted to do with the Puerto 
Rican colony. In the meanwhile, the colonial elite ran 
interference between the colony and the new colonial 




Changes in the political as well as the cultural and 
economic aspects of the society began to take place. At 
first the Foraker Act was set up to reduce the autonomy 
of Puerto Rico; however, the colonial elite responded by 
57 
forming political parties. This was done in order to 
search for alternatives to the status problem in which the 
ideological underpinnings of the party reflected the 
struggle among the intellectuals and professionals of this 
58 
group. 
"’"’Lopez, "Socio-Political Developments in a Colonial 
Context," p. 84. 
5 6 
Maldonaldo-Denis, Puerto Rico: A Socio-Historic 
Interpretation, pp. 57-58, 131. 
■^The Foraker Act of 1900 was introduced by Senator 
Joseph B. Foraker (R) Ohio and defined the political and 
economic relationship between the US and Puerto Rico. 
Puerto Rico had no voice in the shaping of its form of civil 
government and officials appointed by the US served as tokens 
which reduced Puerto Rico's control over its local affairs. 
See Diane Christopulos, "The Politics of Colonialism 1898 to 
1972," in Adalberto Lopez, ed., The Puerto Ricans, pp. 131- 
132 . 
c o 
Ibid . , p. 133. 
The first struggle pitted the Republicans, wanting 
statehood and supported by the North American sugar 
corporations, against the Federalists, wanting independence 
or autonomy, who were primarily coffee, growers. Within this 
3 9 
group, they split further and became known as Unionist. 
The Unionists goal at first was to achieve independence and 
since no alliance was formed with other classes they 
eventually switched to autonomy to be considered as a 
form of self-government for a solution. However, the 
quest for the right solution to the independence question 
continued in the short-lived Partido Independista (Puerto 
Rican Independence Party, 1912) which declined a year later, 
when the originator, Rosendo Matienzo Cintron, died. It 
was continued by another group of independentistas led by 
Jose de Diego . ^ 
The Foraker Act, or so-called civil government, was 
later succeeded by the Jones Act, giving Puerto Ricans 
citizenship (so that they could be drafted in the war). 
59Ibid. , pp. 133-134. 
^Juan Manuel Carrion, "The Petty Bourgeoisie and 
the Struggle for Independence in Puerto Rico," in 
Adalberto Lopez, ed., The Puerto Ricans, p. 235. 
^Chr istopulos, "The Politics of Colonialism," p. 134. 
6 2 
Ibid., p. 135. Refers to WWI, "Islanders ruefully 
noted that the honors of citizenship included eligibility 
for the military draft just three months before the war 
was declared on Germany." 
48 
Both resulted in no fundamental changes in the island, 
except in the infrastructure. For example, an increase 
in land cultivation resulted in cash crop production, 
mostly, coffee and tobacco, sucumbing to sugar as it 
became more important to the capitalist. Thus as 
Quintero-Rivera notes during the 
first decades of North American colonial 
rule in Puerto Rico, a triangular political 
conflict was evident: on the one hand, there 
was the recently developed plantation proletariat; 
on the other the /iace.ndado class (with the 
backing of the hacienda laborers and peasants): 
and above both, the colonial power (with its 
Puerto Rican intermediaries).^ 
Therefore, there was a concentration on mono-cultivation 
which forced many workers to migrate to the cane fields 
and urban slums, thereby creating an urban and rural 
6 4 
proletariat. And on the political level, 
only one insular political party dealt 
seriously with the problems of the workers. 
The Socialist Party which concentrated on 
material improvements for the laboring 
classes was the only political organization 
that attracted genuine mass support.65 
It is here the workers confronted the métropole and as 
6 6 
such their ideological outlook was affected. 
6 3 
A.G. Quintero-Rivera, "The Development of 
Classes and Political Conflicts in Puerto Rico," 
Adalberto Lopez, ed., The Puerto Ricans, p. 217. 
64 
Ibid., pp. 215-216 and Christopulos, "The 
of Colonialism," p. 136. 
^Christopulos, p. 140. 
^Quintero-Rivera, "The Development of Social 





Representation of the interests of the métropole (U.S.) 
was reflected in the Republican (statehood) and Unionist 
(autonomists) parties. When the Unionist took the 
autonomist stance, the dissenting members formed the 
Nationalist party. Around the same time the Socialists 
(workers) and Republicans (elite) formed an alliance which 
also led to their downfall, in 1924, especially that of the 
workers. By the 1930s the Unionist, Republican and 
Socialist parties had lost their significance as the issue 
of status had been pushed aside while each party won 
positions in the 1932 election.^ But the Depression 
sharpened the contradictions and the thirties became, 
remarked Manuel Maldonado-Denis, "the decade in which we 
were closet to achieving independence. But the movement 
in question did not use its potential power in an effective 
6 8 
way." Case in point, the organization of the Federacion 
Libre de Trabajadores which was basically a trade union 
failed in its attempt to organize the workers. Consequent¬ 
ly, the Nationalist and Liberal parties began to form. 
Both parties, the Nationalists and Liberals (formerly 
Unionists) began to solidify their positions, the former 
for independence and the latter eventually for autonomy. 
^Ibid., pp. 218-220. 
6 8 
Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico: A S ocio-Historic 
Interpretation, p. 128. 
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Even a communist party was formed (1934) and "as the 
economic situation worsened, unemployment, strikes, 
worker and student unrest, demands for independence, 
69 
growing nationalism all increased." One form of unrest 
was the general strike by the cane workers that took 
place at the South Porto Rico Sugar Company, Fajardo 
70 
Sugar Company and Central Aguirre Association. Also 
the Nationalist party, organized by Jose Coll y Cuchi and 
later Pedro Albizu Campos, wanted independence but failed 
to make the link with the need for economic improvement 
and did not make any effort to organize the masses.^ 
When the Nationalist did try to organize, confrontation 
between the Nationalist and the colonial agents developed 
which resulted in several Nationalist being killed at 
the University of Puerto Rico (Rio Piedras) on their way 
to a lecture. The Nationalist retaliated and killed an 
American (Riggs). Since the blame had to be put somewhere, 
the U.S. government put it on Albizu Campos and since Puerto 
Ricans had no real representation at the trial, Campos was 
found guilty and sent to the penitentiary in Atlanta, 
Georgia. To keep the nationalist movement from becoming 
69 
70 
Epica Task Force, p. 19. 
Lopez, The Puerto Ricans, p. 485. 
^Christopulos, p. 145. Albizu Pedro Campos was the 
President of the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico in 1930. 
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revolutionary the Tydings Bill (1936) was drafted which 
offered independence but was rejected by both Puerto Rico 
and the United States. Again the Nationalist were attacked 
at a parade - the Ponce Massacre - and the ineffectiveness 
of the nationalist movement forced it to take a back seat 
in the struggle for independence. 
Since Luis Munoz Marin* was not the center of the 
attack his options were left opened and he abandoned the 
Liberal Party and formed the Popular Democratic Party 
(PPD or Populares). They wanted independence but began 
to concentrate on economic reforms. (See Appendix B) 
Thus by the 1940s the struggle for independence had 
taken a negative turn which manifested itself through 
Munoz Marin's collaboration with the United States Congress 
over the solution to the status issue. Independentistas 
began separating from.Munoz Marin's PPD or Populares and 
began employing their own tactics for the independence 
position. Soon after the Tydings Bill was introduced 
"a pro-independence assembly of 200 persons was held in 
72 April 1943 in San Juan." They organized the Pro- 
Independence Congres (CPI) in August 1943 (see Appendix C). 
*Luiz Munoz Marin headed the Puerto Rican government for 
over twenty years as a candidate from the PPD. 
72 Surendra Bhana, The United States and the Development 
of the Puerto Rican Status Question, 1936-1968 (Lawrence: 
University of Kansas Press, 1975), p. 74. 
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Here 1,800 participants defined their position and stressed 
the need to work for independence through peaceful means. 
They were in the process of organizing a political party; 
however, the idea was rejected because it was seen as a 
... 73 divisionary tactic. 
Clarence Senior in a pamphlet entitled Self Determi¬ 
nation for Puerto Rico analyzes the various proposals for 
the solution of Puerto Rico's problems including the 
grievances, Truman's position, the status question and 
74 the future outlook on the issue. He proclaimed, "We 
must end our colonial system in Puerto Rico at the earliest 
possible moment," stressing the necessity for a solution to 
the problem within the Congressional framework.^ 
With these differences emerging and Munoz Marin's 
political wavering, Munoz Marin began to stress that 
economic problems were primary and the independence 
problem could be dealt with later, thus ushering in the 
TT „ 7 6 development of a close relationship with the u.S. 
Through "Operation Bootstrap" and the so-called resolution 
of Puerto Rico’s status, through "Commonwealth" association, 
^lb id . , pp. 74-75. 
74 
Clarence Senior, Self Determination for Puerto Rico 
(New York: Post War World Council, April 1946). 
75tk., , Ibid., p . 7 . 
^Bhana, The US and the Development of the PR Status 
Question, p. 60. 
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Munoz Marin got his wish. 
By now, the independentistas wanted to bring the 
issue to an international forum, the United Nations, so 
that Puerto Rico could be recognized as independent in the 
international communities' eyes, but it was not effective.^ 
(This shall be dealt with in another chapter.) 
So from 1944 to 1946 "after mass rallies and executive 
meetings by the CPI...the Partido Independistas Puertorri- 
7 8 
quenos (PIP) was organized on October 20, 1946." During 
this time, Albizu Pedro Campos was also released from 
prison and the students at the University of Puerto Rico 
were now involved in a strike to protest the schools' 
79 
policies, of acculturation. They were joined by the 
PIP, Pro-Independence University Federation (FUPI) and 
8 0 
Pro-Independence Movement (MPI) in the move toward 
self-determination. 
From the preceding discussion, one can see the U.S. 
phase of colonialist domination up to the 1950s hampered 
the settling of the Puerto Rican problem. As Munoz Marin's 
political party, the PPD, swept the elections it ushered 
^Ibid., pp. 76-77 . 
7 8 
Ibid., p. 91. 
79 
For more on the student movement see Isabel Pico, 
"Origins of the Puerto Rican University Student Movement 
Under U.S. Domination (1903-1930)," in Lopez and Petras, 
eds., Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans, pp. 175-194. 
80 
Epica Task Force, p. 22. 
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in over twenty years of his political domination of the 
island. Thus when the Nationalist attempted to kill 
President Truman, things got worse as Puerto Rico became 
more entangled in the web of U.S. domination. This in 
turn devastated the movement for independence as U.S. 
colonialism intensified its hold on the Island. One way 
to accomplish independence was through economic means. 
The examination of the economic aspects of independence 
is the subject of the following chapter. 
CHAPTER III 
ON THE ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF INDEPENDENCE 
The historical overview in the preceding chapter gives 
one some idea of the state of the State of Puerto Rico and 
of the impact of the North American rule upon the Puerto 
Rican society. However, since the question of political 
independence is of necessity a question of economic 
independence as well, this chapter will concentrate on 
the question of economic independence in Puerto Rico. 
This shall be accompl ished. by first, giving an overview of 
the economic activities in Puerto Rico; second, providing 
some reactions of the economy, and; third, demonstrating 
some reactions of the independence movement(s) for the 
necessity of economic independence. 
Many a political economist has demonstrated that 
Puerto Rico is, economically speaking, a dependent economy. 
This condition has been defined by most Latin American 
students of political economy, particularly by Theotonio 
Dos Santos as follows: "By dependence we mean a situation 
in which the economy of certain countries is conditioned 
by the development and expansion of another economy to 
which the former is subjected."'*' He goes on to say: 
^Theotonio Dos Santos, La crisis de teoria del 
desarrolla y la relaciones de dependencia en America Latina, 
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Because it reproduces a production system 
whose development is limited by those world 
relations which necessarily lead to the 
development of only certain economic sectors, 
to trade under unequal conditions, to 
domestic competition with international 
capital under unequal conditions, to the 
imposition of relations of superexploitation 
of the domestic labor force with a view to 
dividing the economic surplus thus generated 
between internal and external forces of 
domination.^ 
Therefore, the relationship of dominant to dependent 
country must involve a change in the internal structure 
3 
and external relations. In essence, dependency is a 
historical process. This being the case, the following 
discussion will attempt to show how Puerto Rico was 
integrated into the world capitalist system (i.e. 
American economic system) and how, from a historical 
perspective this situation has been perpetuated. As 
Pedro A. Caban points out, Puerto Rico had passed through 
three distinct phases of capitalist development up to the 
early fifties. First, commercial sugar production - 1900s 
to mid-30s; second, New Deal "reconstruction" consisting 
of small-scale agriculture production and state capitalism 
Boletin del CESO, 3 (Santiago, Chile, 1980), p- 6 in "The 
Structure of Dependency," American Economic Review LX (May 
1970), p. 231-by the same author. 
2 lb id . , p. 235. 
3 
Ronald H. Chilcote, Theories of Comparative Politics; 
The Search for a New Paradigm (Boulder: Westview Press, 
1981), p. 307. 
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mid-30s to late 40s; and third, labor intensive outward- 
oriented industrialization - late 40s to 50s. Each stage 
was influenced by changes in political relations between 
Puerto Rico, the colony, and the United States, the 
4 
métropole. 
As the decade of the forties began to close Puerto 
Rico was basically an agriculture economy based on the 
single crop production of sugar for commerical consumption. 
Roberto Sanchez Villela, Governor of Puerto Rico from 
1965-1969 explains that during World War II, 
We started to build the government apparatus 
needed to attain our objectives . . .this 
development was in accord with what had taken 
place in the developed world. It conceived of 
the state not only as a regulator but as an 
active participant in the economic and social 
process. In fact, we developed an inter¬ 
ventionist state. The government soon became 
the crucial factor in the change from an 
agrarian into an industrial society, a trans- 
■formation that some have labeled modernization. 
The analysis provided by the Puerto Rican Socialist 
Party (PSP) stated that: 
During the first fifty years of this century 
investment of North American capital was 
directed principally toward the cultivation 
of sugar cane, tobacco, and the needle 
4 
Pedro A. Caban, "Industrialization, the Colonial 
State and Working Class Organizations in Puerto Rico," 
Latin American Perspectives 11:3 (Summer 1984), pp. 152-153. 
5Roberto Sanchez Villela, "Puerto Rico and the US: The 
Political Economy of Later-Day Bootstrap," Caribbean Review 
13:1 (Winter 1984), p. 4. 
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industry, and, to a lesser extent, manu¬ 
facturing. In this stage the sugar cane 
industry was, by far, the most important 
economic activity. North American capitalists 
monopolized the best land while keeping the 
peasants in appalling conditions. This, together 
with other factors destroyed a relatively 
diversified, agricultural sector and converted 
Puerto Rico into a substitute source of sugar 
for the United States. This was done for the 
exclusive benefit of North American capital.6 
In order to attain and enhance its capitalistic 
interest the U.S. took measures to forward the development 
of industrialization in Puerto Rico, and in 1942 implemented 
a series of economic development strategies orchestrated 
under the name "Operation Bootstrap." This plan, also 
known as the Economic Development Adminstration or FOMENTO, 
eventually started Puerto Rico on the "road to moderniza¬ 
tion (Americanization)." It was supplemented by various 
tax exemption acts, such as the Industrial Incentives Act of 
1947.* It suggested that the reason that Puerto Rico was 
not as productive as it could be was that not enough 
machinery to industrialize was available and investment 
capital was lacking.^ Accordingly, the solution lay in 
encouraging or enticing developers into the area through 
*An act providing tax holidays in Puerto Rico. 
^Economic Research Group of the Secretariat of Infor¬ 
mation and Propaganda fo the Puerto Rican Socialist Party, 
"The Economic Importance of Puerto Rico for the United 
States," translated by Scott Lubeck, Latin American 
Perspectives 3:3 (Summer 1976), pp. 46-47, hereto referred 
to as Economic Importance of PR for the US. 
^Committee for Puerto Rican Decolonization, "The Dollar 
Brings Destruction," (New York, 1973), p. 1. 
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the availability of cheap labor and tax incentives by 
developing an economic plan which the Commonwealth govern- 
g 
ment could easily follow. This development strategy 
toward industrialization was to follow three stages: 1) 
light government owned industry, 2) light privately owned 
industry and, 3) heavy industry. Thus was born the model 
for Puerto Rico's development. 
Ruben Berrios Martinez, President of the Puerto 
Rican Independence Party (PIP) noted: 
This model became a "showcase" for the United 
States and some international agencies. Here 
you had a small country which was experiencing 
rapid rates of economic growth by following 
much of what is considered orthodox capitalist 
doctrine: (1) free trade; (2) no obstacles to 
foreign investment; (3) acting as a support 
for private enterprise; (4) the adoption of 
social, cultural and technological norms based 
on those highly industrialized nations (the 
United States); and (5) a party system with 
periodic elections. Puerto Rico became the 
proposed US alternative to national liberation 
and socialist development for colonial peoples 
and underdeveloped countries, and it was 
aggressively promoted as such.9 
In stage one, public corporations were created by the 
government but were not effective in the process of 
industrialization and by 1951 the government had to sell 
these projects.'*'0 As this stage ceased to exist the next 
8 lb id . 
9 
Ruben Berrios Martinez, "Independence for Puerto 
Rico: The Only Solution," Caribbean Review 8:2 (Spring 
1979), p. 18. 
10 
"Puerto Rico: Surprise in the Caribbean," The Latin 
American Times 63 (December 19, 1984), p. 13. 
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phase, light privately owned industry, was implemented as 
the fifties saw over one-third of Puerto Rican workers 
in agriculture and declining steadily, while approximately 
forty-eight percent of the women workers were in needle¬ 
work.^ With a steady increase in population growth the 
unemployed labor force multiplied, most of which were 
concentrated in the rural area. Hence, the rural 
population migrated to the urban areas in search of work 
and between the fifties and seventies the urban population 
12 
had increased by seventy-six percent. 
The Commonwealth and Bootstrap programs were in their 
final stages as over a quarter million Puerto Ricans 
migrated to the mainland (U.S.) and various Caribbean 
countries, as well as Hawaii. This migration or "exchange 
of people for capital," served as an opening valve for the 
13 
unemployed labor force. 
Light industry declined by the middle of the sixties 
and the stage was set for the full impact of industrializa- 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Interagency Task Force, 
Economic Study of Puerto Rico, Vol. 1 (Washington, D.C.: 
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1979), p. 313 and "Puerto 
Rico: Surprise in the Caribbean," p. 4. 
12 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Interagency Task Force, 
Economic Study of Puerto Rico, Vol. 2 (Washington, D.C.: 
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1979), p. 213. 
13 
Frank Bonilla and Ricardo Campos, "A Wealth of Poor: 
Puerto Ricans in the New Economic Order," Daedalus 110:2 
(Spring 1981), pp. 133-134. 
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tion as FOMENTO changed its course and concentrated on 
14 capital-intensive industries. Because of this, from the 
fifties to the seventies, Puerto Rico enjoyed one of the 
fastest growth rates in the world as the manufacture 
sector (of cheap and inferior quality products) superseded 
the agriculture sector and as North American corporations 
began investing heavily in Puerto Rico. Also commercial 
capital penetrated the economy.^ Two factors dominating 
the manufacture sector were substantial diversification and 
a rapid increase in wages which facilitated the decline in 
labor-intensive industries and an increase in capital- 
intensive activities.^ To illustrate this point, it may 
be useful to recall an advertisement used by Union 
Carbide to encourage investments in Puerto Rico. (See 
Appendix D). 
The four main manufacturing industries which benefited 
from these investments were the chemical, metal, scientific 
and professional instruments, and petrochemical sectors 
though there were investments in other sectors The 
figure below shows the pattern of North American capital 
inve s tment. 
Jonathan Evan Maslow, "Reports and Comments: Puerto 
Rico," Atlantic Monthly 240:1 (July 1977), p. 8. 
^"Economic Importance of PR for the US," p. 47. 
^"PR: Surprise in the Caribbean," pp. 15-16. 
17 lb id., p. 16. 
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FIGURE 1 
Source: People’s Press Puerto Rico Project, Puerto Rico: The Flame 
of Resistance (San Francisco: Peoples Press, 1977), p. 91. 
Commenting on North American capital invasion, the 
spokesperson of the PSP described the situation as follows 
Toward the middle of the sixties the pene¬ 
tration of North American capital took on 
a new turn. An industrial stage, characterized 
by a high degree of mechnization and by few 
jobs generated in return for each dollar 
invested, was initiated. Thus began the 
present era of the petroleum refineries and 
the petrochemicals and pharmeceuticals 
industries.-'-® (See Appendix E) 
As the figure also shows, the end result was not only the 
18. 
Economic Importance of PR for the US," p. 47 
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pharmeceutical center being foremost in the world, but the 
negative effect on the environment became noticable every¬ 
where as water and air pollution reached unprecedented 
proportions. 
More significantly, as Bootstrap's economic impact 
declined problems developed. As Roberto Sanchez Villela, 
former governor so pointedly observed: 
To offset these changes, an effort was made 
during my administration to develop a heavy 
oil industry, taking advantage of federal 
government quotas for importing the then 
cheaper foreign crude oil. Several oil 
refineries were attracted to Puerto Rico 
and significant investments were made in 
the petrochemical field. Since the effort 
was based on factors beyond Puerto Rico's 
control (import of cheap crude oil and 
federally established quotas), it eventually 
failed.20 
As the decade of the seventies approached, the 
contradictions from the implementation of this development 
strategy made the Puerto Rican economy vulnerable to changes 
in the U.S. economy. This was exemplified during the OPEC 
oil crisis of 1973, as the recession disrupted the Island's 
progress. Manufacturing activity became increasingly 
influenced by external factors; i.e. petroleum price 
increases, tax exemption provisions and minimum wage 
19 
Ibid., p. 48. 
20 Villela, "PR and the US: The Political Economy," 
64 
21 
legislation. Thus the full impact on Puerto Rico in the 
short-run increased the growth rate but in the long-run 
distorted the pattern of economic development. As Ruben 
Berrios Martinez emphasized: 
The crisis of the world capitalist economy- 
in 1974 and its impact on the US money 
markets meant that even the alternative of 
increasing the debt was not as available as 
before in order to sustain economic growth 
...the government of Puerto Rico was applying 
Keynesian economic theory designed to deal 
with short-run cyclical downswings.22 
Also, the integration of domestic elites into American 
corporations with their influence and control over the 
society aided in subjecting the economy to becoming 
23 
increasingly dependent on federal funds. Consequently, 
this resulted in an absence of planning for the Puerto 
Rican economy which in turn had three effects: a growing 
divergence between the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and 
Gross National Product (GNP), a persistent high unemploy¬ 
ment, and a reliance on federal transfer payments and 
+ 24 grants. 
"PR: Surprise in the Caribbean," p. 16. 
2 2 
Morris Morley, "Dependence and Development in Puerto 
Rico," in Adalberto Lopez, ed., The Puerto Ricans: Their 
History, Culture and Society (Cambridge, MA.: Schenkman 
Publishing Company, Inc., 1980), p. 204. 
23 
Berrios Martinez, "Independence for PR: The Only 
Solution, " pp. 19-20. 
24 
Ibid., p. 193 and Jose J. Villamil, "Puerto Rico 
1948 to 1979: The Limits of Dependent Growth," Jorge Heine, 
ed., Time for Decision: The United States and Puerto Rico 
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Tne following tables and figures demonstrate 
these effects. Table 2 and figures 1 and 2 
show Puerto Rico's GNP and GDP from 1940 to 1982. 
TABLE 2 
GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT, FISCAL YEARS 1940, 1950, 












1940 287 499 
1950 755 16.3 379 7.6 
1960 1,676 12.2 1,473 6.8 
1970 4,687 18.0 2,001 9.7 
1972 5,727 11.1 3,216 5.4 
1973 6,270 9.5 3,450 7.3 
1974 6,798 8.4 3,494 1.3 
1975 7,130 4.9 3,422 (2.2) 
1976 7,527 5.6 3,494 2.1 
1977 8,116 7.8 3,652 4.5 
1978 8,932 10.1 3,827 4.8 
1979 9,993 11.9 4,052 5.9 
1980 11,043 10.5 4,149 2.4 
1981 12,129 9.8 4,174 0.6 
1982 12,617 4.0 4,011 (3.9) 
1Cost 100=1954 
Source: Junta de Planificacion area de analisis y asesoramiento 
economico, negociado de asunto sociales y censos, 1982 
in Ruben Berrios Martinez, La Independencia de Puerto 
Rico: Razon y Lucha (Mexico: Editorial Linea, 1983), p. 326. 
As the table shows, while the current cost increased, the 
average annual growth rate increased from 16.3 million in 
1950 to 18 million in 1970. From 1972 to 1977 there was a 
decrease from 11.1 million to 7.8 million. Again an 
increased occured in 1978 from 10. million to 11.9 million 
(Lanham, MD.: The North-South Publishing Company, 1983) 
p. 101. 
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in 1979 with a steady decrease to 4 million in 1982. 
The constant cost and its average annual growth also 
fluctuated, its highest peak at 9 million in 1970 and its 
lowest at 0.6 million in 1981. Figure 2 is a graph showing 
an increase from 1947 to 1977 in the GNP and GDP with the 
GDP exceeding the GNP at a ratio of 1.15. 
FIGURE 2 
Puerto Rico Gross National Product and 
Gross Domestic Product, 1947-77 
Thousands of Dollars (Constant 1954 Dollars) 
Source: U.S. Dept, of Commerce, Puerto Rico Planning Board in 
William A. Cox and Donald G. Hanrahan, "Four Major 
Economic Issues Emerge in Comprehensive Study of 
Puerto Rico," Business America 3:6 (March 24, 1980), 
p. 22. 
And the from 1947 to 
67 
graph in Figure 3 demonstrates that 
1977, machinery and equipment, consumption, exports and 
imports, government expenditures, and domestic investment 
all increased steadily. 
FIGURE 2 
GIMP Component Price Deflators 
in Puerto Rico, 1947-77 
Source: Puerto Rico Planning Board in U.S. Dept, of Commerce, 
Economic Study of Puerto Rico, Vol. 1, p. 81. 
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In Figure 4 the graph shows the unemployment rate in 
Puerto Rico which decreased during the early 1950s up to 
1973 when the capitalist system was in a crisis. From 
then on the unemployment rate has reached unprecendented 
heights, hovering at approximately 25%, presently. 
FIGURE 4 
Unemployment Rate in Puerto Rico 1951-77 
P*rcpn' '>♦ '• F c ' 1 '•'•■-if', mn C'Hif-r) 
Source: Puerto Rico Dept, of Labor and Human Relations in U.S. Dept. 
of Commerce, Economic Study of Puerto Rico, Vol. 1, p. 71. 
Through 1973-76 the public debt was the highest per 
capital depts in all U.S. jurisdictions as the government 
assumed the role of employer and increased transfer 
* 25 payments. 
See James Dietz, "Puerto Rico in the 1970s and 
Crisis of the Development Model." Journal of Economic 
Issues 16:2 (June 1982), pp. 500-503. 
1980s 
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In the figure below one can find that the amount of 
federal transfer payments were minimal in 1950 and within 
twenty-five years the amount rose to over seven times that 
amount. 
FIGURE 5 
Total and Federal Transfer Payments as Percentages 
of Personal Income In Puerto Rico, 1950-77 
—i  ■ 
Personal Income 
$8,152 1 
Source: U.S Dept, of Commerce, Puerto Rico Planning Board in Cox 
and Hanrahan, p. 23. 
The following table also shows the amount of transfer 
payments to Puerto Rico from 1976 to 1982, increasing up 
to 1981 and decreasing in 1981 in the public sector with 
personal transfers also increasing. However business 
transfers fluctuated, the highest in 1980 at 50.2 million 
and the lowest in 1977 at 29.5 million. 
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TABLE 3 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TRANSFERS IN PUERTO RICO, 1976-1982 
(millions of dollars) 
Year 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 
Federal Apportion¬ 
ments to the 
Public Sector 
822.7 860.4 1,002.5 1,249.4 1,348.4 1,327.0 1,164.7 
Individual 
Transfers 1,658.9 1,804.3 2,017.7 2,102.4 2,304.4 2,541.3 2,839.1 
Business 
Transfers 33.6 29.5 29.8 33.1 50.2 48.6 50.1 
Source: Informe Economico al gobernado, 1982 in Berrios Martinez, 
La Independencia de Puerto Rico: Razon y Lucha, p. 331. 
And the following table shows the public debt from 
1970 to 1982 with the estimated growth debt remaining at 
its highest points at 25.5 million in 1970, 22.3 million in 
1971, 24.8 million in 1974 and 36.5 million in 1975. From 
1976 on the public debt decreased with the lowest debt at 
2 million in 1978. 
TABLE 4 
PUBLIC DEBT IN PUERTO RICO, 1970-1982 
(millions of dollars) 
Year 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 
Comnonwealth 505 568 
Municipal 116 130 143 
Public 
Corporations 1,037 1,383 1,732 2,061 2,520 3,657 4,053 
TOTAL 1,658 2,081 2,546 2,990 3,731 5,094 5,587 
Estimated 
Growth Debt 25.5 22.3 17.3 24.8 36.5 9.7 
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TABLE 4 continued 
Year 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 
CcmmctiHealth 1,415 1,361 1,372 1,560 1,612 1,842 
Municipal 189 183 180 187 178 177 
Public 
Corporations 4,358 4,537 4,900 5,211 5,720 6,047 
TOTAL 5,962 6,082 6,452 6,999 7,510 8,066 
Estimated 
Growth Debt 6.7 2.0 6.1 8.5 7.5 7.4 
Source: Informe Economico al gobernador, 1982 in Berrios Martinez, 
La Independencia de Puerto Rico: Razon y Lucha, p. 330. 
As two writers noted "Puerto Rico became over saturated 
2 6 
with US capital." Roberto Sanchez Villela, decrying the 
terrible dependence status of the island's economy put it 
this way, 
[Our situation has] been increased vul¬ 
nerability of our economy with respect 
to the United States' business cycle, a 
dramatic increase in public indebtedness, 
growing dependence on federal funds, and 
the so-called "936 industries" [referring 
to Section 936 of the US Internal Revenue 
Code dealing with the system of taxation 
applicable to the "possessions" corporations] 
whose earnings in Puerto Rico are exempt from 
federal taxes. ' 
To add to this misery, Puerto Rico experienced the 
rise of consumerism as well as a reliance on government 
2 8 
services. Bluntly pointed out, 
2 6 
Bonilla and Campos, "A Wealth of Poor," p. 140. 
27 . 
Villela, "PR and the US: The Political Economy," 
p. 6. For a view of the Section 936 incentive and a 
comparison of the with Section 931, see Appendix F. 
2 8 
Maslow, "Reports and Comments: PR," p. 12. 
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The Puerto Rican people, having been persuaded 
to put aside production for their own needs, 
are dependent for their most basic needs on an 
international market subject to all kinds of 
manipulation and inflationary pressures, a 
dependency reflected in Puerto Rico’s astonish¬ 
ing ranking among importers of U.S. products.29 
(See Appendix G for graph on inflation). Reliance of 
the Puerto Rican population on one particular government 
service, cupones or foodstamps is disturbing and has 
created a sub-economy with foodstamps serving as the 
means of exchange.^ 
In essence, what developed was a modern industrial 
welfare state existing on borrowed funds or a transfer 
31 
economy. Obviously, as Elias Gutierrez stressed, 
No indigenous potential is called to work, 
and no endogenous effort is demanded from 
the Puerto Rican economy... the fundamental 
dilemma faced by policies that seek to 
ameliorate the conditions within the 
dependent system, be it the colony, the 
ghetto or the state. A strategy that rests 
exclusively on the transfer economy level, 
without any design for the mobilization of 
indigenous production forces or for auto¬ 
nomous growth process, will result in the^ 
preservation of the dependency condition. 
Gutierrez's solution for Puerto Rico's way out is to 
utilize its internal savings to create its productive 
29 
Bonilla and Campos, "A Wealth of Poor," p. 146. 
30„ 
for an interesting discussion of the cupones economy 
see Richard Weisskoff, "Crops vs. Coupons: Agricultural 
Development and Food Stamps in Puerto Rico," in Heine, ed., 
Time for Decision, pp. 135-181. 
31 
Maslow, "Reports and Comments: PR," p. 12. 
32 
Elias Gutierrez, "The Transfer Economy of Puerto 
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3 3 
capacity. Subsequently, in 1977 former President 
Jimmy Carter in consultation with former Governor of 
Puerto Rico, Carlos Romero-Barcelo (1974), suggested that 
an economic study of Puerto Rico be conducted at which 
point the Interagency Study Group (ISG) of the Department 
of Commerce compiled a two-volume, Economic Study of Puerto 
Rico. The study, also known as the Kreps Report, discovered 
that Puerto Rico's lack of economic viability was due to 
several constraints in the economy, namely, 1) no commercial 
resources, including energy, 2) an unskilled labor supply, 
3) non-parity of minimum wage with the US, 4) no independent 
monetary or trade policies, and 5) trade subject to high 
3 4 
shipping costs to and from the US. 
In a lecture delivered by Juan M. Garcia-Passa1acqua, 
former La Fortaleza aid, maintained that in Puerto Rico, 
Economic dependence has not been reduced. 
Foreign capital investment has not increased. 
We have not been able to retain a bigger 
proportion of earnings within the Puerto Rican 
economy. We have not improved our competitive¬ 
ness with other regions of the world. We have 
not diversified our exports. We are unable to 
adopt import substitutions. We are on the way 
to loosing political stability. Corruption has 
been minimizing the faith of investors in (sic) 
our political institutions. One third of what 
we produce goes into earnings, dividends and 
interest to foreign investors. Tax exemptions 
are losing importance. Internal savings have 
Rico: Toward an Urban Ghetto?" in Heine, ed., 





Economic Study of Puerto Rico, Vol. 1, p. 53. 
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not increased... we have been losing rapidly 
in recent years any previous capacity to 
direct our own economic development. We are 
now at the total mercy of the United States 
Congress Appropriation Committees ... our 
dependence has not become an issue.^5 
In other words, the solution depends on the political 
future of Puerto Rico. 
Commenting on Puerto Rico's potential, the Business 
International Corporation concluded that Puerto Rico is still 
3 6 a market which could produce results if managed correctly. 
With this in mind, new measures were enacted in the 
eighties to stimulate the Puerto Rican economy in an attempt 
to put the country of a new course while retaining all the 
constraints of the capitalist model of development. An 
idea put forth by the former Governor fo Rafael Hernandex- 
Colon (1980), proposed La Nueva Tesis (The New Thesis). 
It called for Washington to transfer broad powers to San 
Juan. This formula came to known as "culminated 
Commonwealth." Puerto Rico would set its own minimum 
wage, relax environment controls, erect tariff barriers 
to protect local manufacturing and make its own labor 
relations laws, including the revision of the agriculture 
3 5 Juan M. Garcia-Passalacqua, "The Imperative of Change: 
The Situation of Puerto Rico in the 1980s," lecture 
delivered at the American Baptist Biennal Continuing Educa¬ 
tion Event, San Juan, Puerto Rico, June 23, 1981, pp. 22-23. 
3 6 
See Puerto Rico: Critical Choices for the 1980s 
(New York: Business International Corporation, July 1980). 
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3 7 
sector. Therefore, in 1983 the agriculture sector 
received a shot in the arm as the governor of Puerto Rico 
created the Agro-Industrial Development Corporation 
designed to promote cultivation, processing and marketing. 
It would be based on such incentives, as income and 
property tax exemption, long term leases of government 
3 8 
lands and government training programs. The benefits 
from this program are yet to be realized. 
In the mining sector the transnational corporations, 
particularly Kennecott and AMEX, have been attempting, 
3 9 
since 1969 to acquire the copper areas. (See Appendix H 
for other companies doing business in Puerto Rico). Each 
time the copper project was introduced it was rejected 
(for environmental reasons as well as economic reasons) 
because it could in the future represent a means for 
40 
Puerto Rico to become economically independent. 
As North American capital operated in Puerto Rico 
it served five vital functions for North American 
imperialists. Its vital functions were: 1) it received 
37 
Jamie Santiago, "One Step Forward," Wilson Quarterly 
4 (Spring 1980), p. 140. 
3 8 
"PR: Surprise in the Caribbean," p. 20. 
39 
"The Dollar Brings Destruction," p.2. 
40 
See Sherre L. Baver, "Transnational Corporations, 
Public Policy and Copper Mining in Puerto Rico," Inter- 
American Economic Affairs 36:3 (Winter 1982), p. 55. 
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North American capital that earns extraordinary profits; 
2) it was important for North American capital because of 
its location and the operating of various phases of 
production under extremely favorable conditions; 3) it was 
a very important market for goods and services coming from 
the U.S.: 4) it was economically, politically, and 
militarily important and the U.S. invested heavily; and 5) 
in terms of future prospects for the continued importance 
of the economy, it acknowledged that Puerto Rico is well 
endowed with natural resources (a fact that other studies 
41 
tend to overlook because of their vested interest). 
With regard to the present administration, the Island's 
economy is suffering from budget cuts and President Reagan's 
economic policies as industries leave and construction is 
42 
nearly at a standstill. Reagan's Caribbean Basin 
Initiative (CBI), in essence, would undermine Puerto Rico's 
43 
development programs. Puerto Rico's Congressional 
Representative, Baltazar Corrada viewed the impact of the 
1983 budget as maintaining the key programs at the 1982 
4 4 
level. However, in January 1985, a study of the 
"Economic Importance of PR for the U.S.," pp. 53-54. 
4 2 
Ronald Walker, "Puerto Ricans Fear Further Aid Cuts 
Could Make it a 'Tropical South Bronx'," National Journal 
14:28 (July 17, 1982), p. 1253. 
43Ibid., p. 1255. 
44 
Ibid . p. 1256 for details. 
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Asociacion de Economistas, (AEPR) produced a study pre¬ 
dicting ten years of economic stagnation. According to 
this study, 
The Delphi report, produced by some 50 
economic analysts, claims that in the 
absence of appropriate measures, Puerto 
Rico will show no improvement in its 
socio-economic decline during the coming 
decade. Blaming this on the failure to 
introduce modern technologies to production, 
the report foresees 19 years of annual 
growth at only 2%.^ 
Taking all this in consideration, this experience 
demonstrates Puerto Rico's importance to the United 
States. As a peripheral state, Puerto Rico having 
"undergone dependent development" remained economically 
4 6 
stifled. James Dietz concluded that foreign capital 
investment inhibits the growth process in the Third World 
and in the case of Puerto Rico the "forces of production 
have been blocked by the penetration of US monopoly 
capital and its ability to direct economic forces and the 
47 
state." 
Therefore, for Roberto Sanchez Villela, the govern¬ 
ment should play the role of promoter of economic 
"Puerto Rico Turns Away from US," Latin American 
Regional Reports Caribbean (January 18, 1985), p. 4. 
46 . 
Villela, "PR and the US: The Political Economy," p. 7. 
47 
James Dietz, "Imperialism and Underdevelopment: A 
Theoretical Perspective and a Case Study of Puerto Rico," 
Review of Radical Economics 11:4 (Winter 1979), pp. 19, 29. 
activity, again. According to him the program should 
include: 1) the development of a scientific and techno¬ 
logical center in the island to sponsor specialized 
research; 2) the development of a local entrepreneurial 
class; 3) the promotion of production for internal needs 
without neglecting the international market; 4) the 
recovery by the government of its role as anti-cyclical 
for its economic development; 5) the strengthening and 
enlarging of the powers and responsibilities of the 
Government Development Bank so Puerto Rico could serve 
its developing needs; and 6) the giving of priority to 
48 
alternative sources of energy. All these actions are 
contigent on greater political power, to be discussed in 
the next chapter. 
However, he continues, in order for Puerto Rico to 
maintain these economic changes Puerto Rico would have 
to protect its own economic sectors, allow the government 
to be given a voice in all international economic agree¬ 
ments, participate in regional economic and financial 
organizations, demand that the US exercise caution in 
adopting measures that would distort or obstruct Puerto 
Rico's economic program, and eliminate restrictions 
4 9 
affecting maritime transportation. 
48 . 




For proponents of the independence movement the 
economic and social content of independence must be 
qualitatively distinct from the measures taken by the 
United States.^ William Tansill, a specialist in 
American National Government, affirmed that 
the Lnde.pe.nde.ntL&ta/L assert that the island's 
economic doldrums stem from neglect of the 
land and from the pervasive presence of 
monopoly capitalism. With independence, huge 
tracts of unsued arable land would be con¬ 
verted to the production of food and, in time, 
the island would become self-sufficlent... pro¬ 
fits engendered by Puerto Rican industry would 
be divested from the corporations and diverted 
...to production for local consumption and for 
the general betterment of Puerto Rican society 
...emphasis would be on turning out consumer 
goods for local markets. The loss of Federal 
subsidies and U.S. industry-based investments 
could be made up in appreciable degree by 
obtaining development capital from international 
organizations such as those which have promoted 
the development of Third World countries. And 
bilateral agreements could be negotiated with 
oil-exporting countries as Venezuela. Signifi¬ 
cant savings to the economy... would accrue 
from having access to cheaper sources of goods 
and materials, which... would be transported at 
considerably lower cost than that exacted today 
by American carriers.^ 
The proposed model would have three objectives: 
1. An increase in production and employment 
based on rational import substitution...with 
independence, Puerto Rico will be able to 
substantively increase production for internal 
consumption and thus generate employment. 
50 
Bonilla and Campos, "A Wealth of Poor," p. 168. 
^William Tansill, "Puerto Rico: Independence or 
Statehood? A Survey of Historical, Political and Socio¬ 
economic Factors With Pro and Con Arguments," Revista del 
Colegio de Abogados de Puerto Rico 41:1 (February 1980), 
p. 99. 
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2. A better distribution of wealth...(which) 
will require direct public intervention into 
those specific conditions and institutions 
which contribute to the generation of such 
maldistribution. 
3. More self-reliant growth... independence will 
provide the means whereby we can extend 
considerably the range of decision over which 
we are sovereign.52 
Another faction of the independence movement suggested 
the nationalization of the basic industries in Puerto Rico 
with the most efficient American companies managing a 
53 
socialized economy. This action in itself would be 
embarking on a socialist path which is definitely incompati¬ 
ble with the present economic system. 
Ruben Berrios Martinez, proponet of independence 
(President, Puerto Rican Independence Party) and also a 
representative of the political elite, also discussed the 
proposed changes in the Puerto Rican economy, should 
Puerto Rico become independent. In his book, La 
Independencia de Puerto Rico; Razon y Lucha consisting of 
previously published articles, he analyzes the implications 
of independence. He writes, 
Economic development consists of major 
production and equal division of goods 
and services among Puerto Ricans, unity 
and growing control of the fundamental 
economic decisions for national interests. 
In other words, economic development 
signifies economic growth with equal dis¬ 
tribution of (intake) and possibly less 
Martinez, "Independence Only Solution," p. 58. 
Maslow, "Reports and Comments: PR," p. 16. 
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external dependence. We will have demon¬ 
strated that to obtain this proposition 
is indispensable to the advent of independence 
and the establishment of a system of economic 
and social justice. ^ 
The problem is how to utilize the resources of Puerto 
Rico in a manner which is conducive to real economic 
development. He calls for increased production by means 
of major investments, through control over money, diversi¬ 
fication of external trade, utilization of the national 
merchant marine and foreigners and adequate and effective 
regulation of the monopolies and oligopolies. Also 
increased production could be accomplished by employing 
the existing labor resoruces and lands, as well as equal 
distribution of wealth.^ In summary, the crux of the 
matter is the "capitalism...constitutes a complete obstacle 
to the development of Puerto Rico.""^ 
Since the capitalist path of development has failed 
to create positive results the alternative would be to 
embark on a socialist path of development. The Puerto 
Rican Socialist Party (PSP) stresses that, for them, 
political independence is linked to economic independence 
and if independence is to be attained Puerto Rico would 
Ruben Berrios Martinez, La Independencia de Puerto 
Rico: Razon y Lucha (Mexico: Editorial Linea, 1983), 
p. 268. Translated by the writer. For a fifteen point 
summary of the economic changes proposed see Appendix I. 
55TK . . Ibid., PP . 173-179. 
56.,., Ibid. , P • 288 . 
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be served best by contructing a socialized economy, 
similar to the one in Cuba. And since the construction 
of socialism requires political awareness, we shall now 
turn our attention toward Puerto Rico's movement for 
independence from a his torical/political perspective. 
CHAPTER IV 
ON THE SOCIO-POLITICAL AND CULTURAL 
ASPECTS OF INDEPENDENCE 
In this chapter the analysis shall consider the socio¬ 
political aspects of independence as well as the cultural 
impact of North American colonialism in Puerto Rico. 
Questions which, are to be considered are: how did Puerto 
Rico’s status become an issue? How did the political 
climate develop? Also, what is the role of the advocates 
of independence in the struggle for political power in 
Puerto Rico? This shall be accomplished by tracing the 
socio-political developments of the Puerto Rican society 
in general and the independence movement in particular 
from the 1950s to the present. 
Before looking at the independence movement from a 
political perspective an examination of the social classes 
in Puerto Rico seems appropriate in order to shed some light 
on the social structure of the country. In one source four 
social strata were identified as following: 1) upper class, 
•2) middle class, 3) workers and 4) thè population of Puerto 
Ricans living in the United States.^ However, the Puerto 
^Epica Task Force, Puerto Rico: A People Challenging 
Colonialism (Washington, D.C.: Epica Task Force, 1976), 
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Rican Socialist Party identifies the social classes of 
Puerto Rico in a more explicit manner. These classes 
consist of the U.S. bourgeoisie, intermediary bourgeoisie, 
petty bourgeoisie, and working class. 
The U.S. bourgeoisie is the dominant class and 
controls the means of production and represents its own 
interests. The administration of colonial powers is the 
work of the intermediary (bureaucratic) bourgeoisie as they 
depend on the U.S. bourgeoisie for its survival. The petty 
bourgeoisie is composed of small farmers, craftspersons, 
small merchants, fishers, and manufacturers owning and 
directing their small-scale means of production, and is 
sometimes an ally of the working class. And last, the 
working class or proletariat, the largest social group in 
Puerto Rico, "is composed of all wage-laborers and salaried 
workers which participate directly in the financing, creation 
and circulation of material goods, which the extraction 
2 
and realization of surplus value is accomplished." In 
other words, the workers, who are not owners of the means 
of production but nevertheless produce for the benefit of 
the national bourgeoisie supply the profits whereby the 
national bourgeoisie maintains their political and economic 
pp. 48-49. 
2 
"The Political Thesis of the PSP: The Socialist 
Alternative," North American Congress on Latin America 
(NACLA) Double Issue (January/February 1975), pp. 15-16. 
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control. The working class is divided into the industrial, 
banking, commerical and agricultural proletariat. These 
various classes align themselves according to their 
interest in the status issue. Usually black and poor 
people support statehood along with the wealthy and 
conservative families. The commonwealth position is 
supported by some of the inhabitants in the rural area with 
technocrats and the middle class professionals. Finally, 
the independence movement is mostly composed of the middle 
class and upper class including university students and 
3 
other elites of the society. But as one author noted, 
"If you scratch the skin of a Puerto Rican, no matter how 
enthusiastic an American citizen he/she maybe, you will 
find an Lnde.pe.nde.nt.LAta. " ^ Therefore, an underlying 
sentiment for independence exists among the Puerto Rican 
population. It is in this vein that the question of 
political independence surfaces. 
In the preceding chapter the facts presented showed 
that Puerto Rico is a dependent economy. To maintain a 
dependent economy the métropole must exercise some degree 
of political control over the country in question. This 
control can be direct or indirect and in the case of Puerto 
3 lb id., p. 17. 
4 
Jose A. Cabranes, "Puerto Rico: Oüt of the Colonial 
Closet," Foreign Policy 33 (Winter 1978/79), p. 77. 
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Rico both forms of control exist even though the former 
describes the situation more accurately. As Jose A. 
Cabranes saw it, "the problem of Puerto Rico is colonialism 
...colonialism in Puerto Rico has been unique - colonialism 
with the consent of the governed."'’ Because Puerto Rico 
is the only Latin American country to come under the direct 
control of the U.S., it never achieved nominal independence 
and any response to the elimination of colonialism must 
consider this reality. That is why independence is 
6 
important. 
With the precarious situation, the Puerto Rican people 
by the 1940s began to call for self-determination whereby 
the U.S. national bourgeoisie reacted by developing the 
idea of commonwealth.^ Arturo Morales Carrion in a lecture 
at the University of Texas in April 1953 sponsored by the 
Institute of Latin American Studes noted that the partner¬ 
ship between the U.S. and Puerto Rico was 
based on two fundamental democratic principles: 
the principle of government by consent and the 
principle of seIf-determiniation . . .they have 
been guiding our historical development ever 
since 1940. They formed, indeed, the hard 
’’ibid., p. 66. 
^Walter C. Clemens, Jr., "The Fight Over Status: New 
Decision on Puerto Rico," Worldview 19:11 (November 1976), 
p . 22 . 
^People’s Press Puerto Rico Project, Puerto Rico: The 
Flame of Resistance (San Francisco: People's Press, 1977), 
p . 70 . 
core of our political life even before they 
found their expression in constitutional 
theory.® 
Maldonado-Denis pointed out that when the North American 
empire speaks of self-determination it usually refers to 
"the right of every nation to give itself the form of 
9 
government the United States thinks it should have." 
Consequently, the definition above describes the U.S. 
attitude toward Puerto Rico as the stage was set for the 
makings of the "Commonwealth." 
The necessity for self-determination also manifested 
itself in the political development of Puerto Rico as 
Luis Munoz Marin and the Popular Democratic Party (PPD) 
dominated the political scene from the 1940s to the end 
of the 1960s.Munoz Marin, one time advocate of 
independence, began to concentrate on the economic solutions 
of Puerto Rico's problems. With Puerto Rico, as a non¬ 
incorporated territory of the U.S., he had resolved himself 
to making policies following in the path whereby Puerto Rico 
could become economically viable and resilient enough to 
g 
Arturo Morales Carrion, Puerto Rico: Self Determina- 
tion in Practice (San Juan: Department of Education Press, 
19 53) , p . 5 . 
9 
Manuel Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico: A Socio-Histonc 
Interpretation (New York: Random House, 1972), p. 190. 
^From 1944 to 1968 to be exact. See Surendra Bhana, 
The United States and the Development of the Puerto Rican 
Status Question 1936-1968 (Lawrence: Univeristy of Kansas, 
1975) and Robert Anderson, Party Politics in Puerto Rico 
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1965). 
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support the Puerto Rican population for independence. Munoz 
Marin thought that this would result in independence being 
just around the corner and that his policies would, thus 
shorten the road toward independence. As expressed by 
Maldonado-Denis, 
With this policy Munoz attracted to his 
party the Lnde.pe.nde.ntiA.iaA well as others. 
But it was understood that as soon as 
Puerto Rico's basic problems were solved, 
the moment of independence would come. 
Convinced of this, thousands of Lnde.pe.nde.n- 
tL&taA followed Munoz and helped make him 
the victor in the 1940 elections. Once in 
power, the ideological shift began. And 
with the PPD triumph of 1944, Munoz felt 
sufficiently strong to expel or bring 
about the exodus of the most militant 
independentistas in the PPD.-*-■*- 
Ceasar Andreu, Chair of the Communist Party of Puerto Rico 
during this period, concurred with Maldonado-Denis' 
observation when at the Fifteenth National Convention of 
the Communist Party he stated that, 
Because of the recent political mani¬ 
festations, there is a complete purge 
of...anyone who is for independence 
especially Nationalists, Communists, and 
even Populares who sympathize with 
independence.^ 
From that point on Munoz Marin's "policy of maintenance of 
Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico; A Socio-Historic 
Interpretation, p. 154. 
1 2 
Cesar Andreu, "Puerto Rico: Struggle for Nat'l 
Independence," Daily Worker circa January 1951. No date 
was available in the materials from which this source was 
acquired. 
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of the colonial status went on uninterrupted, even when, 
thanks to his efforts, it was disguised with the name 
1 3 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico." 
And, with the question of Puerto Rico's status hovering 
in the background, it was Munoz Marin and the PPD that aided 
in ushering the Estados Libre Asociado (Commonwealth). 
Therefore, when Public Law 600 was signed by President 
Truman on July 4, 1950 it called for Puerto Rico to have a 
republican form of government, and a constitution with a 
bill of rights, which had to be accepted by Congress and 
14 
which was very similar to that of the U.S. It stated 
"that fully recognizing the principle of consent, this Act 
is now adopted in the nature of a compact so that the 
people of Puerto Rico may organize a government pursuant 
to a constitution of their own adoption. 
The independentistas sentiment against Munoz Marin 
could be felt in many quarters on the Island and Cesar 
Andreu Iglesias, President of the Puerto Rican Communist 
Party in an interview echoed this feeling when he commented 
that, 
13 
Maldonado-Dems , Puerto Rico: A Soc io-H i s t or ic 
Interpretation, p. 154. 
14 
Epica Task Force, p. 23. 
^Morales Carrion, Puerto Rico: Self Determination in 
Practice, p. 8. 
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Munoz had branded independence as "obsolete" 
...as for the fake "Constitution" called 
'Truman's Puerto Rican Colonial Charter' by 
independence forces - Andrew declared: We 
Communists continually call on the people 
to vote 'NO' on next June U and there is 
now evolving a non-partisan movement in 
opposition to Munoz colonial plans. We, 
Communists, never forget to remind the people 
that we stand for a real Puerto Rican consti¬ 
tution which results from a real Constitutional 
Assembly with full sovereignty.^ 
The implication was that Puerto Rico needed real independence 
before a real constitution could be developed or accepted 
by the people of Puerto Rico. But on June 9, 1951 the 
Commonwealth status was voted for and on July 25, 1952 the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico was established, as the 
independentistas abstained from the elections. 
Meanwhile, agitation continued against Munoz Marin's 
decision to accept the solution offered by the U.S. The 
Puerto Rican Independence Party (PIP) and the Puerto Rican 
Nationalist Party (PNP) both organized to seek other avenues 
for the independence of Puerto Rico. The PIP wanted to 
organize the masses for an electoral struggle (peaceful or 
reformist struggle) while the PNP wanted to bring the case 
to an international forum while not excluding the use of 
armed (revolutionary action) as a means for independence.^ 
^Abner W. Berry, "Puerto Rico United for Freedom," 
Daily Worker, 28 January 1951, p. 3. 
"^Gilberto Conception de Gracia, "The Revolution of 
1950," Speech delivered on November 10, 1950, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico in Iris M. Zavala and Rafael Rodriguez, eds . , 
The Intellectual Roots of Independence: An Anthology of 
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Their plan consisted of organizing the masses, the removal 
of tax burdens from residents, the reversal of the effects 
of free shipping between the U.S. and Puerto Rico, the 
consumption of Puerto Rican agricultural products, and 
18 
encouragement of exports and a merchant marine. In 
addition to being elitist, both parties failed to forge the 
kind of unity required by the very nature of the struggle. 
This was one strike against the movements' effectiveness. 
The Nationalists in their agitation for independence 
organized lectures with the help of students at the Univer¬ 
sity of Puerto Rico. At one of these lectures Pedro Albizu 
Campos, President of the Nationalist Party, was invited to 
speak. He was prevented from doing so and the students 
reacted by striking. Plans were made to stifle the 
nationalists movement and in 1947 an anti-speech bill or 
"Law of the Muzzle" was passed which served to harass the 
19 Nationalists and other independence factions. 
On October 30, 1950 the Nationalists organized attacks 
Puerto Rican Political Essays (New York: Monthly Review 
Press, 1980), p. 186 herewith referred to as Intellectual 
Roots ; see also pp, 186-187 for PIP's program; and Peoplefs 
Press, pp . 55-56 . 
18 
People's Press, PR: The Flame of Resistance, p. 55. 
19 
Diane Christopulos, "The Politics of Colonialism: 
Puerto Rico from 1898 to 1972," in Adalberto Lopez, ed., 
The Puerto Ricans: Their History, Culture and Society 
(Cambridge: Schenkman Publishing Company, Inc., 1980), 
p. 159. 
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against the bastions of the U.S. and its representatives in 
the cities of Jayuya, Utuado, Arecibo, Ponce and Mayaguez. 
Though this action failed the independentistas (Nationalists) 
managed to takeover Jayuya.for a short period and set up a 
20 
small government. This tactic resulted in massive 
arrests of nationalists and others with shared sentiments. 
In retaliation against the actions taken against the 
Nationalists, an assassination attempt on President Truman's 
life and an attack on Munoz Marin's house were carried out 
and this gave the U.S. government one more reason for 
political persecution. As reported in an article in the 
National Guardian, "the Nationalists Party of Petro Albizu 
Campos, 1,500 strong, fiercely dedicated to independence but 
without faith in people, or mass action, played into Munoz 
21 
Marin’s hand." The Nationalists had refused to recognize 
an aspect of the class struggle, the alignment with the 
working class, which could have produced a different out¬ 
come. And as one writer noted: 
The traditional answer of the Puerto Rican 
proletariat to pro-independence clamor has 
been 'independence for whom?' (a phrase 
coined by Santiago Iglesias, one of the most 
important working-class leaders in the early 
20 
Efrain Parrilla, "Police, Nationalist Recall Uprising, 
San Juan Star, 30 October 1970, p. 19. 
21 
"The Background to Puerto Rico: Behind the Assassi¬ 
nation Attempt," National Guardian 3:3, 10 November 1950, 
p . 5 . 
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2 2 
part of this century) 
because they have not been able to prove that it is in the 
proletariat's interest to have an independent Puerto Rico. 
Consequently, in a speech delivered on November 10, 
1950, "The Revolution of 1950," Gilberto Concepcion de 
Gracia, (President of the PIP, 1946) assessed the actions 
of the PIP and PNP. 
In the fight for our independence these two 
parties, then,.have represented the two 
methods historically used throughout the 
world to win the people's independence. The 
task of winning independence by the first 
method belonged historically to select 
minorities with the vocation of martydom. 
(Referring to armed struggle). The task of 
winning by the second method has belonged 
to the majorities...majorities of superior 
civil caliber - awakened, educated minorities 
• ? 3 
responsible to their people and to history. “ 
This difference separated the Nationalists from the 
Independence Party and even though the PIP tried to work 
within the legal framework of the political system, they 
were not excluded from attacks by the dominant political 
structure. Concepcion de Gracia explains, 
list of Independist leaders were being 
compiled in La Fortaleza so that they 
could be arrested throughout the country 
whenevern arrests might better serve the 
government party's Machiavellian electoral 
22 
Juan Manuel Carrion, "The Petty Bourgeoisie and the 
Struggle for Independence in Puerto Rico," in Lopez, ed., 
The Puerto Ricans, p. 236. 
Gilberto Concepcion de Gracia, "The Revolution of 





Nevertheless, the PIP won twenty percent of the vote in 1952, 
the most it won since its inception. 
Even though Munoz Marin continued to run the country 
for the benefit of the U.S., agitation from independence 
factions never ceased. On March 1, 1954 four Nationalists 
wounded five Congresspersons in the House of Representatives 
an the consciousness of the working class was such that 
Munoz Marin could not carry out repressive measures because 
he had already arrested most of the Communist Party's 
Central Committee. With resistance from the workers, middle 
class and sections of the U.S. bourgeoisie, Munoz had to 
release many Communist Party members, but many of the 
25 Nationalists members were still incarcerated. 
The repressive measure reduced the support for 
independence as a shift toward annexation increased. This 
shift, however, did not prevent the continued struggle by 
the independence organizations. The PIP strategy of 
Ibid., p. 191. La Fortaleza is where the government 
of Puerto Rico resides. Machiavellian refers to the thesis 
in The Prince by Machiavelli. Also the legal framework 
refers to a legitimate party or lackey party which interferes 
an checks on the people thereby preventing self-determina¬ 
tion, while a subversive party is one which asserts the 
rights of the people. See Juan Mari Bras, "The Struggle for 
Puerto Rican Independence," Black Scholar 8:3 (December 
1976), pp. 24-25. 
25 
Abner W. Berry, "Puerto Rico CP Adopts Liberation 
Front Policy," Daily Worker, 20 May 1954, page number 
missing. 
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gaining independence through elections seemed to be failing 
as the Independence Party suffered setbacks in the electo¬ 
rate, "from 13% in 1956 to less than 3% in 1960.The 
Nationalists, if not already incarcerated, had to go under¬ 
ground to prevent being attacked by repressive agents. 
Another independentistas organization from the 
progressive ranks of the PIP, Movimiento Pro-Independencia 
(MPI) organized in 1959 and proclaimed that its purpose was 
to consolidate the indepentist forces in an 
integrated movement, a powerful crusade of 
exclusively patriotic motivation, and in 
the honest and firm purpose to maintain 
itself as a non-partisan organ of struggle, 
...(and) in fact brought together most of 
the best elements of previous independence 
movements, has become the authoritative 
spokesman of Puerto Rican independence at 
home and internationally.^7 
Basically, expousing a Marxist-Leninist approach to the 
problem offered another alternative to the Puerto Rican 
situation. Also students were not to be left out of 
joining the ranks of the independentistas and they formed 
the Federacion Universitaria Pro-Independencia (FUPI in 
1956) to protest the draft and the militarization of Puerto 
Rico . 
Aaron Gamaliel Ramos, "The Development of Annexation¬ 
ist Politics in Twentieth Century Puerto Rico," in Lopez, 
ed., The Puerto Ricans, p. 263. 
27 
Manuel Bruckman, "From Independence to National 
Liberation Puerto Rican Nationalism Today," Marxist-Leninist 
Quarterly 1 (1963), p. 41. 
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Moving into the decade of the sixties, the independence 
movement strength grew or declined depending on the economic 
conditions of Puerto Rico. Because of the various strategies 
and tactics utilized by the independentistas, they were 
described as separatist or subversive and several myths 
surrounded their existence. In an essay entitled "Esau",' 
Margot Arce de Vazquez, mentions the following myths: 
1. Status is not "at issue." (It turns out 
to be very much so). 
2. Nothing bad can come to us from Washington. 
(What price the minimum wage law? Compulsory 
military service? The coastal navagation? etc. 
3. Independence would be the end of Puerto Rican 
economic progress, (or the end of our economy's 
domination by foreign concerns?) 
4. Originality of Free Associated State formula 
(Not true, proposed in 1776 by North American 
colonists). 
5. U.S. citizenship is the world's best, offering 
the most guarantees to citizens (What about 
other countries). 
6. Puerto Rico the "showcase of democracy." (What 
about all the subversive forces in Puerto Rico 
and mechanisms used to eliminate the progressive 
forces in Puerto Rico). 
7. Puerto Rico's great progress as a result of the 
association (Really). 
8. Two citizenship, two anthems, two flags, two 
loyalties (Are they equal). 
9. The benefits of industrialization (At what cost?). 
10. Economic freedom must tak precedence over 
political freedom (says history supports the 
contrary). 
11. The Free Associated State formula is as esti¬ 
mable as independence. (It is the essence of a 
thing and not definitions by politicians and 
others that makes it worthy).28 
2 8 
Margot Arce de Vazquez, "Esau," March 25, 1967 in 
Zavala and Rodriguez, eds., Intellectual Roots, pp. 269-271. 
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For the independentistas the myths did not prove to be 
an obstacle to their continued struggle for independence. 
So when the 1967 plebiscite on political status was carried 
out, the independentistas denounced it. And as the follow¬ 
ing graph shows, they drew only .6% of the vote. 
FIGURE 6 
Source: Carlos Romero-Barcelo, Statehood is for the 
Poor (San Juan: Master Typesetting of 
Puerto Rico, INc., 1978), p. 107. 
For sure, there was a lack of unity among the various 
sections of the Puerto Rican society, i.e. the labor 
movement, political parties, student movement, pro- 
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independence ministers and lay peoples. And the inde- 
pendentistas took note that if independence was to be won, 
the movement had to broaden its base. 
In agreement with this analysis, Cesar Andreu Iglesias 
in a report to the National Leadership Seminar of the Pro- 
Independence Movement, Cidra, January 12-13, 1968 acknow¬ 
ledged, "If anything has held back development of the 
independence struggle in Puerto Rico, it is the break that 
has historically kept the independence and labor movement 
29 
on separate roads." It was because no ideological trans¬ 
formation of the independence movement had developed and its 
propenents failed to include the working masses, mostly 
"because the independence struggle is part of the people's 
national liberation revolution against imperialism which is 
30 
also linked to the struggle for socialism." Thus he 
emphatically criticized, 
Up to now the independence movement has fought 
imperialism in general terms ... imperialism has 
to be fought in concrete terms: the attack 
must be launched where it is most felt, at the 
heart of profit...one factor alon can alter 
this relationship of forces wholly favorable 
2 9 
Cesar Andreu Iglesias, "The Labor Movement and the 
Independence of Puerto Rico," a revised version of a report 
read by the author at the National Leadership Seminar of the 
Pro-Independence Movement, Cidra, January 12-13, 1968, later 
published in the magazine La Escalara (January-February 1968) 
in Zavala and Rodriguez, eds . , Intellectual Roots, p. 211 and 
see pp. 219-221 for more discussion. 
3°Ibid. , p. 211. 
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to imperialism, and that is collective action 
by the workers... the particular demands of the 
working class are in harmony with our people's 
general struggle for independence. Two parallels 
that meet on the horizon of his tory... the better 
this is understood, and the more intensively 
they act together, the more the independence 
struggle will be broadened.^ 
Thus, throughout the sixties and the seventies the impact 
of the independence movement increased with the alignment 
of the student and anti-war movements. One organization, 
the Movimiento Pro Independencia (MPI, later the Puerto 
Rican Socialist Party), lacked appeal for the masses, even 
though it claimed to fight for national independence and 
socialism attracted students and anti-war sympathizers. 
Therefore, this relegation of the use of armed tactics by 
the Armed Forces for National Liberation (FALN, in the 
mainland) and the Commandos of Armed Liberation (CAL), the 
youth offshoot of the MPI, members were found within its 
3 2 
ranks. Refusing compulsory military service was one 
reason for which the CAL issued the following communique: 
Our enemy is...yanqui imperialism, the mono¬ 
polies who have evicted the Puerto Ricans from 
the land we inherited from our ancestors... 
our goal is to recuperate for our people every¬ 
thing that the enemy has stolen from us...our 
goal is national liberation. The method for 
reaching this goal is armed struggle, the high¬ 
est expression of the people's discontent 
31lbid . , p. 218. 
32 
Jonathan Evan Maslow, "Puerto Rico the 51st State?" 
New Republic 117:27 (July 2, 1977), p. 13 and Peoples Press, 
p. 125. 
33 
Peoples Press, p. PR: The Flame of Resistance, p. 124. 
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Not only does Puerto Rican demands for independence come from 
those advocating armed struggle but the leadership and 
influence on university faculty and youth is substantial 
and thus "the demand for independence reflects not only a 
growing nationalism, but severe economic and social problems 
34 
that the present system has helped spawn." 
Increased resistance also developed against the mili¬ 
tarization of Puerto Rico and its surrounding islands. For 
example, "the Independence Party takes heart from its 1975 
success in inducing the Navy to depart from the Puerto Rican 
35 island of Culebra, which it used for target practice." 
Furthermore, the number of strikes among the workers from 
1971 to 1976 was not incidental. The following strikes which 
occurred were El Mundo workers -newspaper, 1972; United 
Workers Movement.(MOU), 1972; Independent Electrical Workers' 
Union, 1972; Fireman and Sanitation Workers, 1973; Waterworks 
and Aqueduct Authority, 1974; Independent Union of Telephone 
Employees (UIET), 1975; Cement Workers Union, 1975; and also 
3 6 
the organization of women in 1975. 
Therefore, according to the situation, independentistas 
used different strategies and tactics to demonstrate their 
disapproval of the actions of U.S. imperialism. As Juan 
34 
Clemens, "The Fight Over Status," p. 23. 
Ibid., p. 24. 
3 6 
Peoples Press, PR: The Flame of Resistance, pp. 140- 
14 7 . — 
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Mari Bras acknowlege in a lecture paying tribute to the 
Nationalist, Albizu Campos, 
Each generation in the struggle is independent 
of previous ones in putting into practice the 
strategy and tactics arising from better under¬ 
standing of present reality. But understanding 
of today's reality is rounded out by full under¬ 
standing of our country's history, of the 
developments in a people's levels of struggle 
that history marks out for us. Thus we have 
recognized in this stage of our fight for 
independence that its leadership must be 
definitely shifted from the petty bourgeoisie 
and the Creole bourgeoisie to the proletariat. 
Only to the extent that this is fully done, and 
that our young proletariat can incorporate in 
the.fight for its own demands the anti-imperial¬ 
ist, combative and revolutionary substance of 
Puerto Rican nationalism, can the working class 
muster the orientation and strength to preside 3 
victoriously over our national liberation struggle. 
He continues, 
In our case - the Puerto Rican revolution which 
must be increasingly independentist, socialist, 
and revolutionary - we submit that it should be 
equally enriched by the whole pyramid of sources 
that.have accumulated experience of struggle in 
the world and in our mother land.38 
In other words, a struggle by the masses for the benefit of 
the masses. And the whole pyramid of sources includes at 
least seven independence parties: the.People's United Party 
(PUP) that object to socialism and want a united front; 
the Puerto Rican Independence Party (PIP) the largest, 
Juan Mari Bras, "Albizu Campos: His Historical Signi¬ 
ficance," speech at the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Pie- 
dras, September 12, 1977 in Zavala and Rodriguez, eds., 
Intellectual Roots, p. 205. 
3 8 
Ibid., p. 207. 
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the Authentic Sovereignty Party (PAS), worker oriented; 
the Puerto Rican Socialist Party, second largest; the 
Nationalist Party; the Socialist League; the Communist 
39 
Party; and two organizations which use armed tactics. 
Of particular interest in the case of Puerto Rico’s 
independence is the question of self-determinaition. The 
U.S. contends that Puerto Rico has already achieved self- 
determination through commonwealth status, but as defined 
in the first chapter, self-determination is yet to be 
realized. Jose A. Cabranes, says, "the results of this 
curious definition of self-determination may be internecine 
conflict among Puerto Rico's bitterly divided political 
40 group." As one can see according to the independentistas, 
the cause of self-determination can be best served by 
bringing the issue to an international forum, the United 
Nations. 
In 1945, Puerto Rico was the first petitioner asking to 
be declared as a colony but was rejected each time it did. 
The proponents of independence for Puerto Rico and its 
supporters continually agitated for Puerto Rico to be given 
colonial status in accordance with a 1960 U.N. Resolution 
39 
Louise L. Cripps, Puerto Rico: The Case for Indepen¬ 
dence (Cambridge: Schenkman Publishing Company, 1974), 
pp. 147-151. 
40 
Cabranes, "PR: Out of the Colonial Closet," p. 89. 
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1514 (XV) which defined the political and legal status 
of a colony. (See Appendix J). Every year since, the case 
has been presented before the U.N. Decolonization Committee 
in an effort to pass a resolution recognizing Puerto Rico 
as a colony. Various factions of the independence movement 
presented their views on the case with the support of 
onlookers from the Third World, particularly Cuba, which 
usually brought up the issue. Finally, on August 28, 1972 
a resolution was passed requesting that a report be made 
concerning the Puerto Rican situation. A press release to 
Time stated: 
The UN's Special Committee on Decolonization 
took up the cause of Puerto Rican Independence, 
Monday, when it approved an Iraqui-sponsored 
resolution recognizing "the inalienable right 
of the people of Puerto Rico to self-determi¬ 
nation and independence." Approval of the 
resolution ... provoked cheers and applause 
from a packed gallery occupied mainly by 
Puerto Rican independentistas . ^ 
The resolution passed with a vote of 104 in favor, ten 
abstentions and five against (United States, United 
Kingdom, Portugal, South Africa and France); however, 
it was implemented. From then on the struggle in the 
U.N. to get the U.S. to recognize the "inalienable 
right of the people of Puerto Rico to self-determination 
and independence: continued and a 1978 report was solicited 
41 
Press Release from Frank Rasas, PR to NY, Time, 
August 30, 1972, p. 1. 
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for this purpose. Views from various parties vocalized the 
case of Puerto Rico. 
The following excerpts represent a sampling of state¬ 
ments on the issue to the Rapporteur of the Special 
Committee, Mr. A. Loulf Haydar (Syrian Arab Republic), on 
the implementation of the Special Committee's Resolution of 
12 September 1978 concerning Puerto Rico: From the New 
Progressive Party, Rafael Rodriguez Aguayo, Secretary, 
The members of the New Progressive Party 
believe that these vestiges of colonialism 
can be eliminated without any outside 
intervention, through the exercise of 
democracy...even the most complete indepen¬ 
dence would represent colonial status for 
us...if our people have consistently and 
overwhelmingly rejected the option of 
independence, it is because they realize, 
in an informed and elightened way, that 
this option does not meet their aspirations 
or safeguard the prosperity and the freedom 
they enj oy.^ 
The Puerto Rican Nationalist Party represented by Carlos 
Velez Riechehoff, and Secretary General Jacinta Rivera 
Percy, 
We would like the Committee on Decolonization 
to take note of the fact that its 1978 
resolution has prompted the annexationist 
enemies of Puerto Rican independence and 
sovereignty, supported by the might of the 
United States and backed by prominent 
United States political figures, substantially 
42 
United Nations General Assembly, 6 August 1979. 
Report to the Special Committee on the Situation With Regard 
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, A/AC.109/ 
L.1334/Add. I, pp. 4-5. 
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to intensify the repression of independence 
supporters in Puerto Rico. 
Roberto Apont Toro, Secretary of International Affairs for 
the Puerto Rican Independence Party, 
We cannot accept the notion that any people 
or nation can legitimately exercise its 
right to sef1-determination without and until 
it is sovereign or independent. Just as a 
slave cannot chose 'freely' to continue to 
be a slave, a nation without sovereignty or 
independence, in other words, a nation with¬ 
out freedom, cannot make free decisions. It 
is absurd to talk of the 'free' decisions of 
a slave... there can be no self-determination 
with independence, just as there can be no 
independence without sovereignty.^ 
Velez de Vando of the Communist Party, 
We will continue to struggle for complete 
freedom...we stand by the courageous in¬ 
habitants of Vieques...we protest the ass¬ 
assination of the two fighers at Cerro 
Maravilla, and we are determined to struggle 
to ensure that justice prevails ... we are, 
as we have ever since our party was founded, 
in favour of a Puerto Rico that is completely 
independent and socialist.^5 
And Juan Mari Bras of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party, 
It is imperative that this Committee 
emphasize that...resolution is entirely 
applicable to Puerto Rico...and the 
fundamental right to self-determination 
and independence of the Puerto Rican 
people must be safeguarded.46 
In August 1979 another resolution superceded the one of 
43tk., Ibid., p. 6. 
4 4 
Ibid., p. 7. 
45 
Ibid., pp. 37-41. 
46 
Ibid., p. 17. 
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1972. (See Appendix K). The resolution passed and as 
Carlos Gallisia, leader of the PIP commented, "today 
humanity's highest forum has confirmed what we indepen- 
dentistas have been saying for the past 20 years: that 
47 
commonwealth status was a hoax and a farce." 
Discussions on efforts in the U.S. Congress to acquire 
self-determination considered it a non-issue. A minority 
report Self-Determination for Puerto Rico suggested, 
The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is not a 
State of the United States. Neither is it 
an independent republic. It is a self- 
governing community bound by the common 
loyalty and obligations of American 
citizens living under the American flag 
and the American Constitution and enjoy¬ 
ing a republican form of government of 
their own choosing.4® 
The conclusion reached by the report was that "no alternative 
nor change has been approved by the people of Puerto Rico 
not requested by the people of Puerto Rico of the U.S. 
49 
Congres s." 
On the contrary, this cannot be true because the people 
of Puerto Rico have asked and protested for change regardless 
of whether it came from thos supporting statehood, common¬ 
wealth, or independence. Also no effort by the U.S. to set 
47_... Ibid., p. 2. 
48 
U.S. Congress, Senate, Self Determination for Puerto 
Rico, 96th Congress, 1st Session, 21 June 1979, p. 2. 
49 
lbid . , p . 6 . 
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up a colonial office was made to deal with Puerto Rico's 
problems.^ However, Representative Ron Dellums, Democratic 
of California on June 1, 1976 initiated Bill 1010 (see 
Appendix L) that provided for the U.S. to recognize Puerto 
Rico's right to self-determination. 
At another international meeting in Havana, Cuba, the 
Conference on International Solidarity With the Independence 
of Puerto Rico, September 5-7, 1975, attended by seventy- 
nine countries and eighteen international organizations, 
the General Declaration proclaimed: 
The growing international solidarity with 
the struggle of the Puerto Rican people 
for independence, of which this Conference 
is an eloquent demonstration, develops a 
historical opportunity of far-reaching 
importance for the cause of the people. 
The strength of the worldwide correlation 
of these struggles for peace, national 
independence, democracy, social progress 
and socialism each time results in adverse 
international reaction to imperialism, 
colonialism and neo-colonialism.^ 
In summary, 
Our conference reaffirms our refusal of the 
pretension of the colonial administration to 
represent the Puerto Rican people. The people 
of Puerto Rico represented its patriotic 
forces, independentis tas and revolutionaries, 
^Cabranes, "PR: Out of the Colonial Closet," p. 88. 
^"Declaracion General de la Conferencia Internacional 
de Solidaridad con la de Puerto Rico," in Puerto Rico: 
Independencia 0 Muerte! Servicio Documental #7 (Lima, Peru: 
Comision Evangelia Latino Ameircan de Educacion Cristiana, 
CELADEC, November, 1979), p. 68. 
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which shaped their movement for national 
liberation. 
In essence, for Cuba the struggle for the independence of 
Puerto Rico must be fully recognized through international 
solidarity among the international community. 
A critique of the conference came from Resistencia 
Puertorriquena, an independentistas group based in the U.S., 
which stated that this conference was reactionary and not 
in the interest of the Puerto Rican people. It stressed: 
It is in the light of the absolute control 
exercised by the Soviet revisionist over 
the Solidarity Conference taking place in 
Cuba that our organization not only has not 
supported this conference, but has gone 
beyond to denounce it as a plan of the social 
imperialist to convert the struggle for the 
independence of Puerto Rico into just another 
pawn of their hegemonic plans. ^ 
Juan Mari Bras, a PIP member noted: 
Cuba's support and solidarity to the struggle 
for independence of Puerto Rico has been a 
decisive factor to the breakthrough of 
universal conscience on the case of colonial 
domination over our home 1 and ...it is also 
true that the international support for the 
independence of Puerto Rico must be a factor 
of very great importance in the unchaining of 
the struggle of our people toward its 
victorious objectives.^ 
52Ibid., p. 76. 
5 3 
Resistencia Puertorriquena, "Analysis of the Havana 
Conference in Solidarity With the Independence of Puerto 
Rico," New York, April 4, 1976, p. 4. 
54 
p . 5 . 
Claridad 17:857, 1 September 1975 cited in Ibid., 
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Resistencia Puertorriquena responded by criticizing the PSP 
in the following statement, "what is important for PSP is 
to be recognized as the vanguard of the Puerto Rican people 
outside of Puerto Rico to achieve the independence of 
Puerto Rico."^^ 
Resistencia Puertorriquena also proclaimed the 
conference sectarian because, 
Neither, the PIP, the Nationalist nor the 
Socialist League, "formed part of the Committee 
in preparation for the conference. In reality, 
waht participants are being asked is not just 
solidarity with the struggle of independence 
of Puerto rico on which all these organizations 
agree, but support for PSP as well"... solidarity 
becomes ... support for the politics of detente 
and the hegemonic plans of one of the two 
superpowers.^6 
Therefore Resistencia Puertorriquena called on the Puerto 
Rican people not to follow the Soviet line but to do what 
China did and be inventive in developing its own socialism 
according to Puerto Rico's conditions. The organization 
remarked, 
We have to combat not only the right 
deviation of those who promote unity 
without principles of struggle (but) 
the left deviation which... refuses to 
take part in all concrete activities in 
support for the struggle for independence 
and socialism in Puerto Rico.-*^ 
■^"Analys is of 
56T. . , Ibid., p. 6 . 
"^Ibid . , p . 10 . 
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Hence, according to Resistencia Puertorriquena the PSP is 
not a real Marxist-Leninist party and the solution should 
be proletarian internationalism and not international 
solidarity. 
As the independentistas put their case before the 
international community, obstacles prevented them form 
having an impact on the politicization of the Puerto Rican 
population. Among the obstacles were first, repressive 
activities; second, a lack of deary defined political 
party platforms and programs which have been recently 
developed; third, communication media and educational system 
used to negate Puerto Rican values and the independence 
struggle; and fourth, the continued occupation of the 
59 
island by the U.S. military and FBI, CIA. For now the 
discussion focuses on only the first two obstacles. 
It is in the nature of a colonizer to want to maintain 
control over its colony, socially, politically, economically 
and culturally. In the case of Puerto Rico,repressive 
measures are utilized particularly against the independentis¬ 
tas. Juan Mari Bras noted "the Puerto Rican national 
5 8 
These two terms in essence mean the same thing, the 
recognition that workers are united in their struggle 
against imperialism whereby each particular struggle helps 
the general overall struggle for the workers of the world. 
Both China and the Soviet Union have poor records when it 
comes to the aid of the Third World, whereas Cuba's record 
is unblemished. 
59 
Epica Task Force, p. 91. 
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liberation movement has become a priority of the FBI." 
The tactics of repressive measures were fabrications of 
cases, infiltration of the movement and physical repression 
that came from both the U.S. government and the Puerto 
Rican government. Also the use of a grand jury to 
persecute those in favor of independence was practiced.^ 
Two separate reports from Facts on File revealed 
some of the repressive tactics used in Puerto Rico. 
Attorney General Edward H. Levi confirmed these reports 
as he noted that the FBI 
has conducted five previously undisclosed 
counter-intelligence programs from I960 
to 1971...the activities against the Puerto 
Rican independence groups, Levi stated, 
involved 38 separate actions between August 
1960 and April 1970, including mailings by 
agents to individuals and groups. Among the 
examples cited by Levi was a letter to two 
members of an independence group leader and 
a member were having a "love affair." 
Another instance, involved the mailing of 
300 copies of a flier alleging that an 9 
independence group has misused its funds. 
Continuing on the issue of C0INTELPR0 activities, 
The FBI wrote anonymous hate letters and 
leaflets to disrupt and harass Puerto Rican 
separatist parties. One FBI document cited 
a 1964 heart attack, suffered by Puerto 
Rican Independence Movement leader Juan 
Mari Bras, as one of the "positive results" 
Bras, "The Struggle for Puerto Rican Independence," 
p . 23 . 
6 X 
Ibid., p. 24 and Epica Task Force, p. 77. 
Facts on File 35:1805 (May 31, 1975), pp. 379 F16 and 
380ABC. The researcher did not use the FBI records to confirm 
the following reports. 
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of the Cointelpro campaign. 
Infiltration by bribing members of the independence groups 
and wiretappings were revealed in Claridad on July 30, 1976. 
(See appendix M). Physical repression, such as the Cerro 
Maravilla case, July.25, 1978, when two independentistas 
of the Armed Revolutionary Movement (ARM) were shot to 
death and another wounded for so-called subversive activi¬ 
ties. The documents which would have led to a relatively 
decent investigation remain secret. Commonwealth law 
states that these documents shall remain secret for thirty 
years and because of this law no one has been able to 
give a "reasonable" account of the incident.Also the 
U.S. Justice Department was supposed to be investigating 
the existence of police hit squads targeted against the 
6 6 
mdependentistas. 
Political parties lacking platforms and programs have 
also been another obstacle. In an interview with the PIP 
guvernatorial candidate for 1984, Fernando Martin was 
asked a question concerning the presentation by the 
independence groups of an adequate program for independence. 
64 
f\ ^ 
Facts on File 37:1935 (December 10, 1977), p. 941A. 
6 A 
Epica Task Force, p. 77. 
^Tomas Stella, "Cerro Maravilla Injustice in Puerto 
Rico," Caribbean Review 9:3 (Summer 1980), p. 14. 
^James Leiber, "Bloody Statehood on the Horizon," 
Mother Jones 5:5 (June 1980), p. 52. 
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He argued: 
The argument of the convenience of the 
Puerto Rican independence at this moment 
can only be theoretical ... by not antici¬ 
pating the terms and conditions under which 
independence would be granted, they have 
always left it to be speculation of the 
inde.f>e.ncle.ntiAtaA to imagine how it would 
be like.®^ 
Therefore, it has only been a recent development that the 
PIP and the PSP, the major independence parties, have 
managed to concretize their programs and platforms. 
On the one hand, the PIP would be based on democratic 
socialism and include a "decade of transition" whereby 
negotiations with the U.S. and a constitutional convention 
would be set up and the people would be asked to vote on 
6 8 the proposed measure. This transitional decade would be 
a "peaceful revolution." On the other hand, the PSP 
program is based on Marxist-Leninist socialism and includes 
a transition program also. The use of armed struggle 
would not be excluded as a means to acquire independence 
through revolutionary means. The "Socialist Alternative" 
or transition program would be called the Democratic Workers 
Republic based primarily on the tenets of socialism. The 
program will be 
67 
Julio Ghigliotty, "Martin: CRB, NPP Will Be Over¬ 
whelmed," San Juan Star, 12 February 1984, p. 1. 
6 8 
Juan M. Garcia-Passalacqua, "The PIP Program," San 
Juan Star, 29 November 1979, p. 17. Article is based on a 
62 page document of the PIP program of which the researcher 
did not have access. 
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designed to radically change the property 
relations of society, from a fundamentally 
private to a fundamentally social basis. It 
must reorient the entire productive apparatus 
of the economy to satisfy the basic needs of 
our people. It will radically alter the present 
pattern of income distribution, making it more 
just and equitable. It will allocate economic 
resources in a planned and efficient manner, 
to increase production, employment ... it will 
establish direct channels for working-class 
participation and powers in the fundamental 
decisions of Puerto Rican life.^9 
So as one can see the problems facing the independence 
movement are fundamental ideological differences insofar as 
each party proposes a type of future society essentially 
different from the other. This prompted Tomas Stella, a 
columnist for the San Juan Star, to call for unity among 
these various factions. He comments, 
the coalition must be ideologicial loose 
enough to accommodate Marxists, non- 
Marxists and anti-Marxists alike...such 
coalition would have not only the combined 
forces of the groups represented, but would 
attract probably for the first time in 
decades, thousands of independentistas 
without a party affiliation.' 0 
The decade of the eighties provides much of the same 
tendencies; however,the PIP in May 1981 called for a 
committee composed of the three major political parties, 
the PDP, NPP and itself to work together. They would discuss 
the areas of common interest with other Caribbean nations, 
"PSP: The Socialist Alternative," p. 33. 
^Tomas Stella, "Time for United Independence Front," 
San Juan Star, 25 May 1981, p. 3. 
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such as agriculture, the use of Federal funds, crime 
prevention, taxes, education, public service, natural 
resources, and culture. This so-called apolitical committee 
would totally exclude the other independentists parties 
and organizations, especially the PSP.^ And also 
President Ruben Berrios Martinez acknowledged that he 
would be willing to discuss Puerto Rico's independnece 
7 2 
with the U.S. Some advocates of independence would call 
this playing into the hands of the U.S. government and 
would ask could independence really be achieved this way? 
Not surprisingly, there is a growing trend toward annexation. 
This trend is supported by the Reagan Administration. 
As Juan M. Garcia-Passalacqua so pointedly observed that 
Reagan, 
proposed statehood for Puerto Rico as an 
American initiation as part of a counter¬ 
offensive against Cuban and Soviet influence 
in the Caribbean. He understood our situation 
as that of a spearhead of terrorism in 
American soil, promoted by groups favoring 
independence for our Island.73 
^Julio Ghigliotty, "Berrios Calls for Apolitical Tri- 
Party Committee," San Juan Star, 25 May 1981, p. 3. 
7 2 
"Berrios Reveals Informed Talks on Self-Rule With US 
Officials," San Juan Star, 28 February 1982), p. 17. 
73 
Juan M. Garcia-Passalacqua, The Imperative of Change: 
The Situation of Puerto Rico in the 1980s, Lecture delivered 
at the American Baptist Biennal Continuing Education Event, 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, June 23, 1981, p. 17. See also 
Boletin Puerto Rico Libre! 8:1 (January 1982), pp. 1-5. 
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The interest in Puerto Rico was expressed in the Republican 
Party’s platform in the following way, "We pledge to 
support the enactment of the necessary legislation to allots 
the people of Puerto Rico to experience their right to apply 
7 4 
for admission into the nation." The Democratic Party 
also included a statement in its platform on Puerto Rico: 
The Democratic Party respects and supports 
the desire of the people of Puerto Rico to 
associate, by their own will freely 
expressed in a peaceful union with the 
United States as a commonwealth or as a 
state or to become an independent nation.;J 
In the 1980 elections the independentistas failed to win 
a seat in either chamber because the Puerto Rican vote was 
polarized. This meant that the legislative body did not 
benefit from the insight of a third party by offering an 
alternative viewpoint in Puerto Rican Congress,^ 
But in a GAO report, Puerto Rico's Political Future : 
A Divisive Issue With Many Dimensions, the future prospects 
of all positions: statehood, commonwealth, and independence 
are thoroughly examined from a political, economic, 
cultural, and social perspective. Aspects of independence 
such as the impact on economic changes, the question of 
citizenship and the position of the various independence 
Garoia-Passalacqua, p. 18. 
7 5 lbid., p. 19. 
76Harold Lidin, "Puerto Rico's 1980 Elections: The 
Voters Seek the Center," Caribbean Review 10:2 (Spring 1981), 
p . 31. 
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organizations are discussed, and from this.discussion one 
would be able to deduce that independence would be viable.^ 
However, a "coalition of factions" with the political 
elite, i.e. the PDP-PSP coalition versus the NNP-PIP 
coalition, still blocks ways of solving the problem and 
meanwhile, this two party government is 
paralized by inertia, mediocrity and 
corrupt ion... and will be unable to do 
anything of worth in four years. No 
decisions on our status in relation to 
the United States are expected.^ 
Puerto Rico's socialist party, the PSP, sees the 
annexationist strategy as the main problem facing the 
Island and also plans a united front. However, no contact 
was made with the PIP and secitons of the Puerto Rican 
population which could be mobilized for this effort such as • 
79 
the labor, antl-mi1itary and cultural sections. Juan 
Mari Bras, President of the PSP in an interview acknowledged, 
"Although there is no organic united front against annexa¬ 
tion, there have been several campaigns and struggles in 
which all the forces which affirm Puerto Rican rights and 
8 0 
heritage have converged." The occasion of the 
U.S. General Accounting Office. Report to the Congress, 
Puerto Rico's Political Future: A Divisive Issue With Many 
Dimens ions, GGD 81-48 March 2, 1981. For more discussion 
see pp. 45-49, 61-67, and 99-102. 
7 8 
Garcia-Passalacqua, "The Imperative of Change," p. 21. 
79 





struggle of the people of Vieques proved to be beneficial 
as practically the whole spectrum of independentistas' 
united to protest against the intended occupation by the 
8 1 
U.S. Navy. It is in such protest as these that most 
independentistas come together to which in effect the PSP 
only wants to concede that a combination of tactics among 
the independence organizations is their form of unity on 
+ . . «2 the issue. 
In another proposal of unity sponsored by the PSP, 
the issue of including non-Marxist socialists was discussed 
One group would consist of the Socialist Workers Movement 
(a merger of the Popular Socialist Movement and Socialist 
Revolutionary Party) that sees the PSP as the bastion of 
petty bourgeois socialism. However, the PSP noted that all 
planks in their platform are open to negotiation except 
three - independence, socialism and the use of all forms 
8 3 
of struggle. Later the Secretary General, Carlos Gallisa 
PSP, stated that unity among the different organizations' 
actions should be coordinated so as not to cancel out each 
other. The independence and autonomy forces should be 
84 
unified into one front. 
82 
Julio Ghigliotty, "PSP Needs 'Action Unity, Clear 
Strategic Goals'," San Juan Star, 23 November 1981, p. 3. 
8 3 
Harold Lidin, "PSP Members to Meet Sunday to Discuss 
Independentista Unity," San Juan Star, 4 February 1982. 
84 
Julio Ghigliotty, "Gallisa Outlines 1st Order of 
Business for PSP Panel," San Juan Star, 26 October, 1982. 
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Consequently, much of the same problems are prevalent 
today as Juan M. Carcia-Passalacqua asked the question, 
"What new elements have appeared between 1968-1983 (to 
8 5 
the present) to.drastically change that situation?” In 
several researches by employees of the State Department the 
conclusion reached was that independence would be a viable 
option for Puerto llico in keeping with "current worldwide 
B (3 
reality and trends." 
Robert Pastor suggested the proposal of "mutual 
determination" which was to begin September 1984 initiating 
a six step program. The first step, a Pre-Worked Announce¬ 
ment, involves a bipartisan and bicameral process including 
the people of Puerto Rico and elected representatives of the 
federal government. Step 2 January 1985 - Designation of 
Representatives for Group 1 - six each, principles and 
alternates - U.S. and four each, principles and alternates - 
Puerto Rico. Step 3 from September 1985 to September 1986 
has Group 1 convening in Puerto Rico to discuss the political 
future and define envisaged arrangements under each option. 
Juan M. Garcia-Passalacqua, "Puerto Rico: Equality or 
Freedom? The Rebirth of the Status Issue," Caribbean Review 
13:1 (Winter 1984), p. 12. 
8 6 
Ibid., p. 1Ü. This article is based on the following 
information in these articles: Albert N. Williams, "Common¬ 
wealth, Statehood or Independence?" National War College, 
April 1979 ; Eric Svendson, "Puerto Rico Libre?" Open Fc>rum 
20 (Spring/Summer 1979); Dolores Wahl, "Puerto Rico's 
Status: A Problem for the Eighties," Executive Seminar in 
National, and International Affairs, April 1980; and David 
Simcox, "The Future of Puerto Rico: Self-Determination for 
the Mainland, Open Forum, 1981. 
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Step 4 from January 1987 to January 1988 would discuss 
final negotiations under Group 2 with members from Group 1 
and twenty-five others to negotiate what is acceptable 
to the parties and Congress (transfer of power). Step 5, 
consisting of the solicitation of congressional consent 
and presidential approval, one mohth for the former and 
one week for the latter. Finally, Step 6 provides 
a three month electoral period whereby the people of 
87 
Puerto Rico would decide on the status options. 
Whether this proposal is beneficial has yet to be determined 
because neither Puerto Rico nor the U.S. has taken the 
initiative to implement it. 
Gary Hoyt, an American businessman, has stressed the 
problem of Puerto Rico, as a case of "American carelessness." 
He comments, 
The cause of independence is generally 
dis credited ... for independence to be a 
positive alternative, the United States 
must establish terms that could make it 
possible and therefore independence ties 
with socialism is a case of unnecessary 
hysteria.88 
Either help Puerto Rico or get out of Puerto Rico. 
Apart from this put up or shut up attitude is the 
problem of maintaining Puerto Rico's national identity. 
87 
Robert Pastor, "The United States and Puerto Rico: a 
Proposal," Washington Quarterly 7:3 (Summer 1984), pp. 63-65. 
88 
Gary Hoyt, "A Chronicle of American Carelessness," 
Caribbean Review 10:2 (Spring 1981), p. 12. 
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As pointed out by Berrios Martinez, 
Nationalism is increasingly the dominant 
manifestation of our social and political 
culture. It is merely a question of time 
and circumstnace until that intense 
nationalism finds its authentic political 
exprès sion.89 
It has been the independentistas belief 
that Puerto Rico has been prevented from 
preserving and adequately developing its 
cultural identity, they see a direct 
correlation between political autonomy 
and the ability to enhance their national 
identity. Asserting that Puerto Rico has 
had a vigorous capacity for resistance, 
assimilation they argue that the island 
is a well defined homogeneous society 
with all the components of a national 
identity except sovereignty.^11 
Therefore, in a FBIS Daily Report, August 27, 1983 it was 
reported that the PIP leaders condemned the establishment 
of a School of the Americas in Puerto Rico because "it 
would transform Puerto Rico into a Pentagon training camp 
and would increase the already alarming IJ. S. military 
91 
presence on the island." And as N. Poyarkova explains: 
To suppress the people's national self- 
consciousness and imbue in that a taste 
for the "American way of life," all forms 
and means of ideological bra in-washing, 
as well as the educational system, are 
mobilized. The school curricula and text¬ 
books come from the USA. All US state 
holidays are officially celebrated on the 
89 
Ruben Berrios Martinez, "Independence," San Juan Star, 
25 July 1983. 
90 
GAO Report, PR's Political Future, p. 99. 
91 
FBIS Daily Report (August 27, 1984), p. Q3. 
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island, while the ideologists of US colonial 
policy spare no means to obliterate from the 
people's minds their national traditions, 
the country's history and the names of its 
national heroes who roused the people to 
fight for their 1 iberat ion. . .intensive 
brainwashing of the population has bred 
among a certain part of its negative attitude 
to all changes in the island's status. Some 
fear that the turning of Puerto Rico into a 
US state will destroy the national culture 
and language, others believe that independence 
will entail new economic difficulties.”2 
With this in mind socio-political and cultural independence 
would by no means be an easy struggle as the preceding 
discussion has demonstrated. 
92 
N. Poyarkova,’"Puerto Rico in the Clutches of Colonial 
Dependence," International Affairs 12 (December 1980), 
pp. 52-53. 
CONCLUSION 
The preceding analysis was an examination of the 
independence movement in Puerto Rico from 1950 to the 
present. This was done through a look at various 
organizations fighting for independence. 
Chapter One provides a brief historiographical, 
methodological and conceptual framework which was relavent 
to the study and raised the question of Puerto Rico's 
political status vis-a-vis the United States and the future 
of the independence movement. From then on the investiga¬ 
tion found that not much work had been done on the subject 
in question in the twentieth century, particularly after the 
1950s. Therefore, in Chapter Two, it was noted that the 
movement was from its beginning basically elitist. The 
Puerto Rican crillos (creoles) considered the struggle for 
independence from Spain as part of the struggle for the 
abolition of slavery. Even though the struggle for the 
abolition of slavery was successful the struggle for 
independence was not, and as Pue'rto Rico was handed over 
to the United States as a possession after the Spanish- 
American War, the struggle for independence continued. 
Whenever the political climate was right for Puerto 
123 
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Rico to seize its independence the movement was always 
betrayed and resulted in its setback. Mainly because the 
movement was not unified from its inception, its proponents 
never conceived of themselves as having to incorporate the 
rest of society, i.e. the masses, in order to defeat the 
colonialist/imperialists. Therefore, even though the 
independence movement during the 1930s had an effective 
impact, the Nationalists and Communists (who were in the 
forefront of the struggle at that time) either were 
pushed out of the picture through voting in elections or 
through repressive means such as incarcerations, forced 
exile or even physical liquidation. So when the PPD or 
Populares Party of Luis Munoz Marin which opted for Common¬ 
wealth status took over, it maintained its control over the 
political life of Puerto Rico by representing United States 
interests. 
Since the United States was mainly interested in 
turning Puerto Rico into a heaven for American investments, 
it began to invest heavily in the Island hoping to implant 
and to develop a colonial capitalist mode of development. 
This is usually referred to as modernization, another way 
of saying Americanization. In Chapter Three a historical 
look at the measures taken by the United States to 
accomplish this demonstrates that Puerto Rico grew and 
sustained a respectable level of economic growth for a 
while. But like most countries which are economically 
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dependent on the U.S. for their survival, whenever economic 
conditions were bad in the U.S., the dependent country 
suffered more. Puerto Rico in essence was a dependent 
economy suffering all the ill-fated measures of capitalist 
development. The so-called "modernization" failed completely 
and caused Puerto Rico to undergo "dependent development." 
In the independentistas' assessment of the situation, 
they stressed that qualitative measures distinct from the 
U.S. must be taken to solve Puerto Rico's economic problems. 
This being the case, most proponents of the independence 
movement offered socialism as a solution; however, the way 
to go about this varied according to the organization 
offering an alternative solution. Hence the PIP stressed 
more reliance on the U.S. during the transition whereas 
the PSP wanted the opposite. But if socialism is to be 
realized in Puerto Rico a peaceful transition may not be 
possible since socialism is incompatible with capitalism; 
and the contradictions between the two could result in 
revolution, if socialism were carried to its logical 
conclus ion. 
Consequently, in the final chapter the socio-political 
aspects of the independence movement were put forward in an 
effort to show the continued struggle of the various factions 
since 1950. As before the 1950s, the actors in the struggle 
for independence have been divided on the strategy and 
tactics to be utilized in accomplishing this end, which 
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constitutes a major weakness. This is manifested in the 
number of political parties expousing different platforms 
and programs for the solutions of Puerto Rico's status. 
These include the options of commonwealth, statehood and 
total independence. 
Such was the case when the people of Puerto Rico 
called for self-determination and the U.S. responded by- 
imposing a "Commonwealth" status. The Nationalists, one 
faction of the independence movement, reaction was to 
resort to armed struggle to get the U.S. out of Puerto 
Rico; and another faction, the PIP, called for electoral 
struggle, both of which failed. It is, therefore, fair to 
assert that for Puerto Rico to become independent the 
differences among the various proposed solutions have to 
be eliminated. This entails, among other things, raising 
every Puerto Rican's consciousness so that the movement 
can survive. Therefore, self-determination raised the 
question of whether Puerto Rico is a colony as defined 
by the United Nations. The agitation for Puerto Rico to 
be declared a colony continued as the various independence 
organizations put the case of the Island before the U.N. 
General Assembly. Since 1979, Puerto Rico has been 
recognized as a colony by the United Nations. This was a 
shot in the arm for the Puerto Rican struggle for independence 
since this recognition has been translated into financial, 
moral, and material support from countries to proletarian 
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internationalism like Cuba. It must be noted that the 
position taken by Resistencia Puertorriquena that Puerto 
Rico use the model set by China and not the Soviet Union 
is ahistorical because it neglects the fact that neither 
the Soviet Union's nor China's revolution could have 
succeeded without international support. 
Another major handicap to the movement has been the 
continued repression against the independentistas. In 
this regard, the United States repressive practices are 
not limited to leftists alone as every nationalist is 
treated as an enemy of U.S. interests. Therefore, 
independentistas must take note of the fact that the 
struggle for independence must be unified on all fronts, 
on all levels, until independence in achieved. To the 
extent that U.S. imperialism constitutes the principal 
antagonistic contradiction and all other internal 
contradictions are secondary and non-antagonistic, any 
successful strategy must first concentrate on the principal 
contradiction. This of course, requires unity. 
Since at least two organizations, the PIP and PSP are 
offering socialism, each essentially different from the 
other, as a solution, there has been an initiation on the 
part of individuals in the U.S. to offer thier own 
alternative in order to head off this leaning toward 
socialism. Mutual determination, a four step process to 
an electoral solution, and the continued push toward 
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annexation by the Reagan administration are such alternatives. 
As one writer noted, Puerto Rico has been a case of "American 
carelessness" and if the Puerto Rican's want independence and 
socialism, the U.S. should not only agree but should also 
facilitate the process. 
As demonstrated the independence movement is an old 
historical process. Throughout the long struggle the Puerto 
Rican people have been divided with regard to the concept of 
independence as well as the means and ways of achieving 
political independence. This is substantiated by the 
number of organizations since the turn of the century and 
manifested by the differences in ideology, strategy and 
tactics. Among them figure the PIP and PSP. On the one 
hand, the PIP stresses independence by an electoral struggle 
and offers democratic socialism as the model for the future 
society. On the other hand, the PSP calls for independence 
by any means and proposes a Marxist-Leninist socialist 
society for the future of Puerto Rico. Therefore, as one 
can see, some favor socialism and are divided on what kind 
of socialism. Still other prefer statehood to independence. 
And in addition to disunity, the continued oppression and 
repression on the part of the U.S. is also a major impediment 
to the process of independence. 
The fact still remains that a consolidation of the 
various actors in the independence movement in Puerto Rico 
must unify to expel any manifestations of oppressive and 
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repressive forces if the Puerto Rican masses are to assume 
control of their own destiny. 
Consequently, the national liberation struggle by the 
people of Puerto Rico needs to examine its priorities. A 
plan of revolutionary action needs to be implemented, 
socially, politically, economically, and culturally in 
order for the actors in the independence movement to be 
unified and successful in the struggle for independence, 
by constructing an egalitarian society which will benefit 
the masses of Puerto Rico. In other words, a society 
where no one is exploited for the benefit of another. 
It is only when this is done that Puerto Rico will realize 
its potential . 
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APPENDIX A 
PINZON-S CONTRACT TO SETTLE PUERTO RICO 
Agreement With Vincente Yanez Pinzon to Settle 
the Island of San Juan (Puerto Rico) 
1. In recognition of your services especially in the con¬ 
quest of the [island] of Hispanola and in [the] discoveries, 
I am naming you my captain and magistrate of the island of 
San Juan to which you shall proceed within the space of one 
year with the necessary settlers. 
2. You will designate sites for one, two, three or four 
settlements, of fifty or more households each, and sub¬ 
divide the surrounding land, as was done in Hispanola, where 
they [the settlers] are to reside for five years. 
3. You will construct a fortification at your own cost and 
retain hereditary rights to it for two generations. 
4. On everything that is grown and cultivated they will pay 
me a ten percent tax and the first fruits, and nothing else 
for a period of five years. We reserve the sovereignty for 
ourselves to mineral deposits, salt deposits, etc. 
5. From all the gold which is collected they will give a 
fifth of the net, but they may not extract it from the 
Indians. ^ 
6. They may not collect any Brazilwood. 
7. From the cotton and other things possessed by the Indians 
living outside the limits of the settlements, they will give 
one fourth. 
8. If anyone discovers mineral deposits, he will be obliged 
to give a fifth of the metal, while the mine [itself] will 
remain the property of the King. 
9. They may proceed to discover and recover [treasures] from 
other islands and discovered lands, where there is no 
Governor, but not from the coast^ where Cristobal Guerra and 
Pedro Alonso Nino have taken pearls, nor that [coast]^ where 
Ojeda is going, and from everything of value one fifth will 
be paid, and from everything else a sixth. 
10. The same will be paid on everything recorded from newly 
discovered lands, and they will not be able to return to 
them without the permission of the King. 
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11. If mines are discovered on the island of San Juan, the 
Crown will appoint overseers. 
12. Those who are already in Hispanola or other parts of 
the Indies will not be permitted to go to San Juan, nor 
will Moors, nor Jews, etc. 
13. The Governor of the Indies will be obeyed. 
14. Those who do not adhere to the letter of this agreement, 
among other penalties, will forfeit all of the provisions 
contained in this contract. 
I order you to adhere to all of the above, etc. Given in 
Toro 24 of April 1505 Grizio Licenciado Zapata [for the 
Crown]. 
Endnotes 
1. A type of wood found along the Brazilian coast (and the source of 
that nation’s name), which was commercially important because of 
the red dye it yielded. 
2. The Spanish Main (i.e. the coast of Venezuela). 
3. The Guiana - Brazilian Coast 
: Roberta Marx Delson, ed., Readings in Caribbean 
History and Economics: An Introduction to the Region, 
Vol. 1 (New York: Gordon and Breach Science 




PUERTO RICO PETITIONS FOR A DECISION 
REGARDING ITS PERMANENT 
POLITICAL STATUS 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
OMSiaoUSU ADOPTED !T THE LEGISLATURE Of PUERTO RICO 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO LAY BEFORE 
THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA T1TE 
RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO 
THAT THE COLONIAL SYSTEM OF GOVERN¬ 
MENT BE ENDED AND TO DECIDE DEMO¬ 
CRATICALLY THE PERMANENT POLITICAL 
STATUS OF PUERTO RICO AS EXPEDITELY 
AS POSSIBLE. IMMEDIATELY IF FEASIBLE. 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
TO LAT DEVORE THE PRESIDENT A NU THE HONORES» OP THE 
UNITED STATES OP AMERICA THE RIOIIT OF THE rEOPLE OF 
PUERTO RICO THAT TnE COLONIAL SVSTEM OF GOVERNMENT 
RE ENDED AND TO DECIDE DEMOCRATICALLY THE PERMANENT 
POLITICAL STATUS OF PUERTO RICO A3 EXPEDITELY AS POS- 
SIIILE, IMMEDIATELY IF FEAHIDLE. 
WHEREAS, in all political parties and civic and economic 
sectors of Puerto Rico the unanimous opinion prevails 
that the colonial system of government should be totally 
uud definitely abolished; 
Wintnr.As, the form of definite political status which, on the 
basis of this unanimous unticotonin! conviction, the people 
of Puerto Rico are to have, should lie democratically 
decided by the freo vote of the people of Puerto Rico; 
WUF.RKAS, it is tho unanimous desire of the people of Puerto 
Rico thnt, in uecordunee with their will set forth in the 
programs of the political parties, the permanent political 
status be decided as expeditely as possible, immediately 
if feasible, or at the lutest when the war ends and peace 
is established, whichever slmll be most compatible with 
the liest conduct of tho wur against the totalitarian 
powers, 
INSUI-AR CAP!TOC 
SAN JUAN, pumro RICO 
THEREFORE, Re it resol red by the Senate of Puerto Rico, the 
House of Reprrscutntiees cuncurriny : 
Section 1.—That the Legislature of Puerto Rico, in the 
name umi in representation of the people of Puerto Rico, by 
this Connurent Resolution, lays before the President and 
the Congres* of the United States of America the right of 
the people of Puerto Rico that the colonial system of gov¬ 
ernment 1M* ended and to deride, in special free and democratic 
elections, by the free will of the people of Puerto Rico them¬ 
selves, their permanent political status, as expeditely as 
possible, immediately if feasible. 
.Section 2.—That if the President and the Congress of 
I he United Stales of America consider that in order to make 
effective this right and to act favorably regarding this peti¬ 
tion. we should wait for the moment when victory is won 
and peace is being organized, the people of Puerto Rico will 
wait with patriotic resignation until that decisive moment 
for their natural uspirations. 
Section 3.—That a copy of tins Concurrent Resolution 
he transmitted to the President of the United States of 
America, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives of the United States of America, 
the Secretary of the Interior, the Resident Commissioner of 
Puerto Rico in Washington, the Governor of Puerto Rico, 
and to the Press. 
Luis MUNOZ MARIN, 
President of the Senate. 
SAMUEL R. QUINONES, 
Speaker, House of Representatives. 
APPENDIX C 
133 
r'U£°.TO RICO PRO INDEPENDENCE 
CONGRESS 
DECLARATION 




V.NA.S.MC'J'-LY APMOVtO BY THE CFNERAt. A'.Sf Mill Y Of 
•~{ nro t»-CO i*BO 'NnrrfMDfuct CONG«ir.V nno AT VUI 
I-.A». .m»:n JH.O AUGUST is, 1941 
Tin* l*u**rt« Kico Pro Independence Contre*», rompis** I of 
lielegatea from all the onoimunitie* of tlie Island, declare* that it is 
the right ami the will of the people of Puerto Rico to constitute them¬ 
selves in a free und sovereign nation, in close economic and political 
■sdlaboration with all the other nations of the Americas, anil in peace 
;ui«l fraternity with nil the democratic countries of the world. 
In the course of four centuries under the away of Spain 
—Mother < • untry. discoverer, rnissionury, and colonizer— Puerto 
Rico sucre* «led in forming its own personality na a notion endowed 
with its own culture, its own faith, its own tradition, and its own 
history During forty-five year* of relationship with the United 
.States of America. Puerto Rico has vigorously maintained its 
historical personality ami its culture and has strengthened them under 
the intiuence of democratic ideals; it has also made progress in its 
ability for -«elf government. its administrative capacity, its social 
understandimr». and its eagerness for human betterment. 
Now. in this trasccndentol moment of its history, Puerto Rico 
lays its cloim to freedom and hase* ita ho|»e and its faith upon naturul 
law, upon incontrovertible reasons of justice and morality, upon 
Bolivar s concept of inter-American equality, upon the principle of 
American International Daw that no American nation can have 
eu I on its in America, upon the guaranties of the Atlantic (’barter 
and of the good - neighbor jwliey, and, finally, upon the basis of 
dem«»eracy itself. 
The Treaty of Paris, which, on December 10, iHflfl, put an 
end to the Spanish-American War. imposed upon the Congress of 
the United States The obligation of determining the jmlitiral status 
of the people of Puerto Rico in accordance will» the démocratie 
practices and the free institutions of tlie Americas. The final pol¬ 
itical status of Puerto Rico has not yet Is en determined. The 
sovereignty of our people has not yet been recognize*!, and there 
still «.iibsists in the Island a governmental regime that does not derive 
from the will and consent of our people. Under the prevailing 
system *'.f political ami economic subjection, the people of Puerto 
Rico lack authority to face and solve their fundamental problems. 
Puerto Rico eagerly dWires to constitute itself as a nation 
under a democratic system of government; Puerto Rico desires to 
preserve its historical personality, to develop its culture, to orient 
it- economy, to promote irs production, to foster its industry, to raise 
the working ami living stuudnrds of labor, to enforce policies of true 
social justice, and to provide security ami welfare for all ita citizens, 
h'br these reasons the people of Puerto Rien throughout nil sectors 
ôf public opinion, categorically repudiate the colonial regime. To ac- 
i*nmplish ita destiny as n nation and to direct ably and conscientious¬ 
ly its collective aspirations. Pnerfo Rico must, without further delay 
he organized ns a free independent republic in the family of nations 
of the world. The enjoyment of our own sovereignty i* absolutely 
necessary to the progressive development of the culture, the economy, 
and the welfare of our people, and to the national dignity of our 
country. 
We hnve rejected ill the past, and we now reject once again, 
through Ibis f’migres* which represents Puerto Rican public opinion, 
any form of ]>oli(icnl status that doe* not recognize the international 
personality of Puerto Rico, and we therefore firmly refuse any 
mrnaurr of annexationist or absorptive character, since that would 
unavoidably lead to the disappearance of the Puerto Rican nationality 
mid to the annulment of our right to freedom and sovereignty. 
The people of Pmrtn Rico claim their right to sovereignty on 
terms of friendship and brotherhood with tlie people of the United 
Slates of Amcricn. In the case uf Puerto Rico, the traditional 
devotion of the American people to free institution* and to democratic 
wavs of living coincides with their moral duly to help ua institute 
our own Republic in the family of the free countries of the America*. 
The people of Puerto Rico trust that the United State* Congres*, 
which has already fulfilled the respousihililies imposed upon it by 
flic Treaty of Paris of 18‘IR in regard to I'uha and the Philippines, 
will again act upon the principle that democracy should lie creative 
of democracies, mid will recognize without further delay the iudc|ieu- 
denee of Puerto Uns». 
This Congress Pro Puerto Rican 1 n«lr|icmlfnee at once pro- 
claiius the right of Puerto Rico to its independence, and demands from 
the people and the Government of the United St at,* the immediate 
recognition of the full |N>lilirnl sovereignly of our people. 
In order that, this right and this will of. Puerto Rico he taken 
into full nreount, nnd ns a hearty message and a sincere claim to justice 
fr*mi the people of Puerto Rico to the friendly people of the United 
Slates, wc. with faith in (lod, ami with conseiousness of I he supreme 
destiny of our people, hereby sign this declaration in behalf of in¬ 
dependence for Puerto Rum on this fifteen!h day of the month of 
August, in the year of our ford one thousand nine hundred nnd forty, 
three, in I lie city of San Juan, capital of Puerto Rico. 
JUAN AUCJU8TO PEREA. Doctor of |*nll(trsl Science*— and President 
of the Congre»* - VICK NTT. OEIOEI. POIANCO. Lawyer and Senator- - 
ANTONIO PACHECO PAURO. Journalist and Ornerai Secretary of the 
rnnarew- SEHGIO PENA. Doctor of Medicine— JOSE PANIAGUA SE¬ 
RRA C ANTE. lawyer— n A PA EL 80LTRR0 PEU ALTA. Lawyer and 
Professor of the University— CAR 1.09 CARRERA BENITE 7. 
Pharmacist - MANUEL RODRIGUEZ DIAZ. Secretary land Authority— AN¬ 
TONIO 8 A NT A ELLA. Indu* tria list— CESAR ANDREU, Worker»- Leader- 
OUTLLERMO DAU7.A. lawyer— SALVADOR PEREA. Lawyer— JULIO GAR¬ 
CIA DIAZ. Former Dean College Arta and Science, University— EUDALDO 
BAEZ OARCIA, Member House of Representatives— RAFAEL ARJONA 3IA- 
CA. Chairman Tax Court of Puerto Rico— MARIA LIBERTAD OOMEZ. 
Member House of RepreaenUtivea— RODOLFO RAMIREZ PABON. District 
Judge— J. EN A MORA DO CUE3TA, Journalist— EMILIO SOLER LOPEZ. 
Merchant— JUAN SANTOS RIVERA. President Communist Party— BENJA¬ 
MIN ORTIZ. President Public 8erv!ce Commission— CARMELO J OORR1TZ. 
Member House of Representatives- - ANTONIO AYUSO VALDIVIESO, Edi¬ 
tor— MANUEL A. BARRETO. Mayor of Mayagtlet City— CARMFl/O RO- 
DRIOURZ OARCIA, Member House of Representatives— ADELARDO CA¬ 
SANOVA PRATS. Lawyer— CTARA LUOO DE .RENDRA. University Profes¬ 
sor— SALVADOR 8F.NDRA. Journalist— ERNESTO JUAN PONFRIA8. Law¬ 
yer— FE3.ISA RINCON DE GAUTIER. Party Leader OBDUIJO BAUZA. law¬ 
yer— MARIA TERESA BABIN. College Profe.vor— SIOFREDO VEUS. 
Mayor Areclbo City— JOSE CORREA. Ph y sir Inn— JUAN 8AEZ CORALFS. 
Eeeretary Ornerai Worker* Confederation— RF.QINO CABA68A. Merchant — 
RUDBN DEL ROSARIO. University Professor—OS VA LDO RAMIREZ TO¬ 
RRES. University Profersor— n<ORENCIO PAOAN CRUZ. University Pro¬ 
fessor - IJDIO CRUZ MONCIX5VA. University Professor— ENRIQUE A LA- 
tlUERRE. University Professor - CELESTINA ZALDUONDO. Chief Public 
Welfgrb Bureau— BIANCA CANALES. School Teacher— GUILLERMO CA¬ 
RRERA. Physician— 8EVERO RAMOS. Minister (Preacher)— LUIS OAR- 
CTA CASANOVA. Industrialist— ANTONIA LIZARD!. 8chooi Teacher 
(8lgncd by 1,900 delegates» 
CERTIFICATE 
I. Antonio Parlwco PadrO. General Secretary of Ute PUERTO RICO PRO 
INDEPENDENCE CONGRESS, do hereby CERTIFY: 
That the above Is a true and exart copy, duly translated, of Resolution 
No. I unanimously approved by the General Assembly of the PUERTO RICO 
PRO-INDEPENDENCE CONGRESS held at San Juan. Puerto Rico, on the 
15th day of August. 1943. In testimony whereof, and for the purpose of send¬ 
ing copy of laid Resolution to the government heada of the various countries 
of the Americas and the United Nations, to etvlc societies, universities and 
officiai*, to the press and other organizations, as was also unanimously voted 
by the Congress. I have hereunto set my name and affixed the seal of the 
Congress, at San Juan. Puerto Rico, this 77th day of August. 1943. 







' lOCO •" l«’3CoHimbutdèv\ 
Il il iÀAJt/. cowed the beautiful 
aland of Puerto Rico, 
and opened up a whole world to procréa. 
I $ yean a*o Union Carbide discovered procrev 
mt Puerto Rico and the treat potential it hat 
for a company like our* We atarted with an 
■natal investment of 30 miflion dollar* Today that 
■treatment hat frown to over 4)0 million dollart and 
d'l altll frowinc. What’i behind this growth? People. 
Puerto Ricant have many traditiona and ttronc family tier 
Thetr way of living and than wlf-retpect make them hardworking 
and loyal. Their great 
capacity to learn and 
improve trantlaiet into 
bi«fer better production for the 
induitry and consequently into more 
benefit» for the employee In 19)9 
many Puerto Ricans started working 
with ut. today mott of them are still 
with Union Carbide. Over 97% of our 
work force it made up of people from 
• he island. We're happy with what we 
have diwovered about 
Puerto Rico. Maybe 
you'd like to make I 
discovery of I 
your own. 
The Discovery Company 
Peoples Press Puerto Rico Project, Puerto Rico: The 
Flame of Resistance (San Franciso: Peoples Press, 
1977), p. 90. 
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■ Residual Fuel Oil 
- LPC 
. Jet fuels 
> Asphalt Products 
* Sulfuric Acid 
• Sulfur 
- Others (Kerosene, etc.) 
■ Gasoline-Local & Export 
■ Lube Oils 
‘ Distillate Fuel Oil 





P R. Olefins 
Phillips Core 
Union Carbide 
Olefins (Ethylene. Propylene Butadiene. C8 Stream. Etc.) 
1 ■— expert 
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f thylene 
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Vinyl Chloride Mononer Rico Chemical Polyvinyl Chloride Plastic Pipe 
























































































































































































^Comparison of Statutory Prolusions Under Internal Revenue Code Sections 931 and 936 
I. Possessions Corporation (Definition) Section 931 
A. Domestic Cot rotation (A corporation organized under the laws 
of one of the 50 Slates, D.C., or the Federal Government) must 
meet two gro>s income tests. 
1. 80 percent or more of gross income for a 3-year period im¬ 
mediately preceding the close of the taxable year or applicable 
part thereof was derived from sources within a U.8. possession. 
2 50 percent of such corporate gross income must have been 
derived from the "active conduct of a trade or business within 
. a possession of the United States.’* 
B DISC: A corporation which is a DISC, former DISC, or holds 
stock in a DISC or former DISC is ineligible. 
C. Consolidated Return: A firm could file a consolidated return with 
its parent even if: 
1. it operated at a loss in the return year. 
D. Dividends Deduction: The parent to be eligible for a dividends 
received deduction resulted from: 
1. a failure to qualify of a Section 931 for 2 years. 
II. U.S. Tax Treatment of Possessions Corporations 
General: Income exclusion gross income not received in the United 
States was excluded from gross income for corporate tax purposes 
if the 80 percent and 50 percent tests were met. 
III. Repatriation of Earnings 
A. Section 931 dividends ineligible for the dividends received deduc¬ 
tion applied to dividends received by a U.S. (eg., parent) corpo¬ 
ration. 
n Any intercorporate dividends received from a Section 931 were 
subject to the full U.S. corporate tax. However, any Puerto Rico 
tax raid by the subsidiary for the (Sec. 901, 902) foreign lax credit 
was allowable. 
Section 936 
A. Same as for Section 931 
B. Same as for Section 931 
C. Election: Once a corporation elects "possessions status," that 
election must remain in cITect for 10 years. Revocation is possible 
with the consent of the Secretary of the Treasury A possessions 
corporation may not Hip in and out of Section 936 status to file a 
consolidated return. 
General: Possession Tax Credit Mechanism 
A. Fleeting domestic corporations with Section 936 income (meeting 
the 80-percent and 50-pcrccnt requirements) are not fully taxable 
entities. 
B. However, Section 936 corporations are permitted an automatic tax 
credit equal to tax due on their Section 936 income, i.e., from tax 
on earnings. 
1. from sources without the United States from the active conduct 
of a trade or business within a possession and, 
2. from "qualified possession source investment income." "Quali¬ 
fied possessions source investment income" is gross income 
(minus allocable deductions) attributable to the investment in 
a possession for use therein. Possessions source investment 
income which fails to satisfy the "for use therein" condition, is 
subject to U.S. tax and is taken into account for purposes of 
determining eligibility for the gross income requirement. 
C. The possessions tax credit cannot be taken against taxes relating 
to the minimum tax, accumulated earnings tax. or the personal 
holding company lax. war loss recoveries of foreign expropriation 
losses—taxes imposed separate from the corporate normal tax and 
surtax. 
A. Intercorporate dividends can be distributed by a possessions cor¬ 
poration to its parent and receive: 
1. 10fi-|>crcent dividends received deduction if the Section 936 is 
8(1 percent or more owned (e.g., wholly owned subsidiary) by 
U.S. corporate shareholder 
2. 85 percent otherwise. 
B. This intercorporate dividends received deduction is available for 
dividend distributions paid out of both 
1. current (See. 936) earnings 
2. accumulated Section 931 earnings 
C. No foreign tax credit or deduction may be taken by a parent on 
taxes levied by a foreign country or possession (e.g., tollgate tax) 
IV Liquidation —Sections 931. 936 
l.i-piidation distributions from and earnings of Sections 936 or 931 firms to the parent arc ficc of U.S. tax under 'he nonrccognition provisions 
In which liquidating distributions by a subsidiary to its parent arc tax free. 




Inflation by Type in Puerto Rico, 1947-77 
Cost-push inflation created and sustained by increases in 
production, independent of the state of demand. 
Demand-pull inflation is the total demand for goods and ser¬ 
vices in excess of the total supply.^ 
Source: U.S. Dept, of Commerce, Puerto Rico Planning Board in 
Economic Study of Puerto Rico, Vol. 1, p. 77. 
1 Graham Bannock, R.E. Baxter and Ray Rees, The Penguin 
Dictionary of Economics (New York: The Viking Press, 1977), 
91-92. 109. PP • 
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APPENDIX H 
SELECTED ’FORTUNE 1,000' COMPANIES 
AM? Incorporated 
Aobo' Laboratories 
Air P'cducts and Chemicals, Inc. 
Airco, Lie. 
Albcrto-Culver Company 
Allegheny Ludlum Industries, Inc. 
The Aiien Group, Inc. 
Allied Chemical Corp. 
American Cyanamid Company 
American Home Products 
American Petrotina, Inc. 
The Anaconda Company 
Avon Products, Inc. 
Baker International 
C.R. Bard, Inc. 
Bausch & Lomb, Inc. 
Baxter Trav-noi Laboratories, Inc. 
Oratrice Foods Co. 
Beckman Instruments, Inc. 
Becton Dickinson and Company 
Ceil cc Howell Co. 
The Bendlx Corporation 
Block Drag Company, Inc. 
Biue Beil, Inc. 
Borden, Inc. 
Bristol-Myers Co. 
CPC International Inc. 
Carborundum Co. 
Carter-Wailace, Inc. 
Castle &i Cooke, Inc. 
Central Soya Company. Lnc. 
Centronics Data Computer Corp. 
Champion International Corporation 
Chrstbrough-Pond'.; Inc. 
Ti e Ciorox Company 
The Coca-Cola Company 
Colgate-Palmolive Company 
ConAgra. Ir.c. 
Consolidated Foods Corporation 
The Continental Group. Inc. 
Cooper Laboratories. Inc. 
Crompton £ Knowles Corp. 
Crown Cork à Seal Co.. Inc. 
Dart ic Kraft, Inc. 
Dataproducts Corporation 
Dentsply International, Inc. 
D gital Equipment Corp. 
Do w Chemical Co. 
Du Pom IE.!.) De Nemours & Co., Inc. 
Echiin Manufacturing Co. 
Economics Laboratory, Inc. 
Eli Lilly and Company 
Source : 
OPERATING IN PUERTO RICO 
Emerson Electric Co. 
Esmark, Inc. 
Exxon Corporation 
Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. 
Ford Motor Co. 
H. B. Fuller Co. 
General Electric Company 
General Foods Corp. 
General Mills, Inc. 
General Signal Corporation 
Gillette Co. 
Gould, Inc. 
\V. R. Grace & Co. 
Grow Group, Inc. 
Gulf Oil Corp. 
Gulf + Western Industries, Inc. 
H. J. Heinz Co. 
Hercules Incorporated . 
Hewlett-Packard 
Honeywell, Inc. 
Inland Container Corp. 
Insilco Corporation 
Instrument Systems Corp. 
Intel Corp. 
Interco, Inc. 
International Telephone and 
Telegraph Corporation 
Interpace Corp. 




Manhattan Industries, Inc. 
Martin Marietta Corp. 
McDermott Incorporated 
McDonnell Douglas Corp. 
McQuay-Pcrfex, Inc. 
Medtronic, Inc. 
Merck & Co., Inc. 
Millipore Corp. 
Mohawk Data Sciences Corp. 
Morton-Norwich Products, Inc. 
Motorola, Inc. 
NCH Corporation 
Nabisco Brands, Inc. 
Nashua Corporation 
National Can Corp. 
National Service Industries, Inc. 
North American Philips Corp. 
Northwest Industries, Inc. 
Omark Industries, Inc. 
Owens-Illinois, Inc. 
PET Incorporated 
PPG Industries, Inc. 




Phillips Petroleum Co. 
Phillips-Van Heusen Corp 
Pittway Corp. 
Prime Computer, Inc. 
RCA Corp. 
Ralston Purina Co. 
Raychem Con,. 
Reichhold Chemicals, Inc. 
Revlon, Lnc. 
Rexnord, Inc. 
R. J. Reynolds Industries, Inc. 
Reynolds Metals Co. 
Richardson-Vicks Inc. 




Joseph E. Seagram & Sons, Inc. 
G. D. Searle & Co. 
Seven-Up International, Inc. 
Simmons International, Ltd. 
Smithkline Corporation 
Sonoco Products Company 
Squibb Corp. 
Sterling Drug, Inc. 
Storage Technology Corporation 
Sun Company, Inc. 
Sun Electric Corp. 
Thomas & Betts Corp. 
Ti-Caro, Inc. 
Tyler Corporation 
Union Carbide Corp. 
United States Steel Corp. 
United Technologies Corporation 
The Upjohn Company 
Van Dorn Co. 
Wang Laboratories. Inc. 
Warnaco, Inc. 
Warner Communications, Inc. 
Warner-Lambert Company 
Westinghouse Electric Corp. 
Wheelabrator-Frye Inc. 
White Consolidated Industries, Inc. 
Wolverine World Wide, lnc. 
Worthington Industries, Inc. 
The Latin American "Puerto Rico: Surprise in the Caribbean" 
Times 63 (December 19, 1984), p. 22. 
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APPENDIX I 
PUERTO RICO INDEPENDENCE PARTY ECONOMIC PROGRAM 
1. The protection by means of tariffs and other mechanisms 
. of our industry, our agriculture an our trade. 
2. The effective and adequate regulation of the banks and 
other financial entities. 
3. Effective regulation of the monopolies and oligopolies 
of industry and trade. 
4. The diversification of the external market. 
5. Monetary controls for part of the Governor of Puerto 
Rico's assets. 
6. Control on the exportation of external profits and 
investment capital in Puerto Rico. 
7. The establishment of a radical tax reform. 
8. Effective price controls. 
9. Structural control of minimum wages for Puerto Rico. 
10. Control of the standard work laws for Puerto Rico. 
11. Establishment of a universal system of Social Security. 
12. Establishment of a system of the division of profits. 
13. Elimination of the coastal trade laws. 
14. Important selective controls set forward to control 
unnecessary consumption. 
15. Establishment of a real National Planning Board. 
Source: Ruben Berrios Martinez, La Independencia de 
Puerto Rico: Razon y Lucha (Mexico: Editorial 
Linea, 1983), pp. 285-286. 
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APPENDIX J 
UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION 1514 (XV) 
IN PART 
1. The subjection of people to alien subjugation, domina¬ 
tion and exploitation constitutes a denial of fundamental 
human rights... 
2. All peoples have the right to self-determination; by 
virtue of that right they freely determine their political 
status and freely pursue their economic, social and 
cultural development... 
3. Inadequacy of political, economic social or educational 
preparedness should never serve as a pretext for delaying 
independence... 
5. Immediate steps shall be taken, in trust and non-self- 
governing territories or all other territories which have 
not yet attained independence, to transfer all powers to 
the peoples of those territories, without any conditions 
or reservations, in accordance with their freely expressed 
will and desire, without any distinction as to race, creed 
or colour, in order to enable them to enjoy complete 
independence and freedom. 
Source: Epica Task Force, Puerto Rico: A People Challenging 




UNITED NATIONS DECOLONIZATION COMMITTEE 
RESOLUTIONS ON PUERTO RICO 
The Special Committee, 
Taking note with satisfaction of the report submitted by the Rapporteur 1/. 
in pursuance of paragraph 9 of the resolution adopted by the Special 
Committee at its 1133rd meeting on 12 September 1978, 
Recalling its previous resolutions concerning Puerto Rico, 
Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assembly resolution 
1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
Mindful of the fact that the peoples of all Territories that have not attained 
independence have the inalienable right to self-determination and inde¬ 
pendence, to the exercise of their national sovereignty, to respect for their 
territorial integrity and to the exercise of absolute control over their wealth 
and natural resources for the purpose of promoting the development of the 
well-being of the inhabitants. 
Having heard and considered the statements of the representatives of 
Puerto Rican political opinion, which unanimously recognize the need to 
change the present status of Puerto Rico, 
Considering the testimonies rendered to the Special Committee by several 
(petitioners regarding the armed activities of the United States of America in 
the Island municipality of Vieques and the dangers and problems that such 
activities pose for the civil population of that island. 
Considering the intensification of the persecutions, harassment and repres¬ 
sive measures to which organizations and individuals struggling for inde¬ 
pendence have been subjected to, which constitute a serious violation of the 
people's inalienable rights. 
Noting that the four Puerto Rican political prisoners held in United States 
prisons for more than a quarter of a century have not yet been released. 
1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of Puerto Rico to self- 
determination and independence in'eonformity with General Assembly 
resolution 1514 (XV) and its full application to Puerto Rico as affirmed in its 
previous resolutions and decisions concerning Puerto Rico. 
2. Notes with preoccupation that so far the Government of the United 
States has not taken any concrete steps to comply with the mandate of the 
above-mentioned resolutions with respect to Puerto Rico, including inter 
alia, the complete transfer ol ali powers to the people of the said Tonitory. 
and urges that concrete measures be taken in that direction without turtner 
delay; 
3. Declares that any such measures or proposed consultations to be held 
in Puerto Rico must be implemented or conducted under conditions of full 
political equality and on the basis of the express and pnor recognition of the 
sovereignty of the Puerto Rican people. 
4. Condemns the persecutions, harassment and repiessive measures to 
which the organizations and individuals struggling for independence and 
self-determination of the people of Puerto Rico have been subjected, .me 
expresses the desirability that a fact-finding mission of the Special Commin-v 
be admitted into Puerto Rico by the competent authonties fo' the purjr ise r 
compiling all relevant data, including in particular information on such 
persecution and harassment. 
5. Urges again that the four political Puerto Rican pnsoners serving terms 
in the United States prisons for more than a quarter of a century, be 
immediately and unconditionally released; 
6. Demands that the armed forces of the United Suies terminale perma 
nently their operations in the island municipality of Vieques, thus allowing 
the people of that island to live in peace in their own land and to enjoy fuliy 
the results of the exploitation for their benefit of fhe natural resourc es in the 
land and sea of the island municipality; 
7. Affirms the right of the people cf Puerto Rico to the full enjoyment ol 
the wealth in the sea-bed of its territonal waters and maritime econ> imic zone 
and recommends that these sovereign nghts be fully respected by the third 
International Conference on the Law ol the Sea. 
S. Decides to keep the question of Puerto Rico under continuous review 
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APPENDIX K continued 
1980 
The Special Committee, 
Bearing in mind its decision to keep the question of 
Puerto Rico under review, contained in paragraph 9 of the 
resolution adopted by the Special Committee at its 1179th 
meeting on 20 August 1980, 
Recalling its previous resolution concerning Puerto 
Rico of 28 August 1972, 30 August 1973, 12 September 
1978. 15 August 1979 and 20 August 1980. as well as its 
decision of 7 September 1976, 
Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countnes and Peoples, con¬ 
tained in the General Assemble resolution 151-4 (XV) of 1-4 
December 1960, 
llcnng heard the statements be representatives of the 
different trends of Puerto Rican political opinion, 
1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of Puerto 
Rico to self-determination and independence in accord¬ 
ance with General Assembly resolution 151-1 (XV) and its 
full applicability with respect to Puerto; 
2. I"rges once again the Government of the United States 
of America to adopt all necessary measures for the full 
transfer of all powers to the people of Puerto Rico, to 
assist the Committee in the application of its resolutions 
relative to Puerto Rico and in particular, to co-operate in 
the sending of a fact-finding mission of the Special 
Committee to visit the territory’; 
3. Recommends that the General Assembly examine the 
question of Puerto Rico as a separate item at its 
thirty-seventh session (in 1982); 
4. Commissions the Rapporteur of the Special Committee, 
with the assistance of the Secretariat, to prepare a report 
updating the information with regard to Puerto Rico, 
including the opinions of its political panics and social, 
cultural and labor organizations, as well as other insti¬ 
tutions, and to present it to the Committee early in 19S2 
in order to facilitate the consideration of the item by the 
General Assembly at its thirty-seventh session and to 
assist the work of the Special Committee with regard to 
Puerto Rico in future years; 
5. Requests that the Chairman hold the pertinent consult¬ 
ations with regard to the fact-finding mission mentioned 
in paragraph 2 above; 





Independence for Puerto Rico 
Whereas the people of the United States, in the 
Declaration of Independence of 1776, made a commitment 
to the principle that all colonial peoples have the 
inalienable right to self-determination and the right 
to assume their place as free and independent States 
among the nations of the world, and 
Whereas the Constitution of the United States mandates 
that the status of inferiority for any people presently 
under the control of the United States be forthwith 
abolished, 
Now therefore be it resolved by the Senate and House 
of Representatives -of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled that all power and authority presently 
exercised by the three branches of the Government of the 
United States - legislative, judicial and executive - and 
all its agencies and instrumentalities, including the armed 
forces of the United States, over the Territory of Puerto 
Rico are hereby relinquished and transferred unconditionally 
and without reservations to the people of Puerto Rico in 
order to allow them to fully exercise their inalienable 
right to self-determination and independence in accordance 
with their freely expressed will and desire. 
Section 2 . 
In order to implement the purposes of this resolution, 
the Congress urges the people of Puerto Rico to freely 
convene a constituent assemply with full proportional 
representation for all the people of Puerto Rico in order 
to organize the body politic of the Puerto Rican people and 
fully exercise their inalienable right to determine their 
own future . 
Source: Juan Mari Bras, "The Struggle for Puerto Rican Independence," 




El Intransigents (Communist, 1930) 
El Nacionalists (1930) 
Prensa Libra (1938) 
Puerto Rico Libre (1943) 
La Voz de la Independencia (1945) 
La Palabra, Adelante (1950) 
Prieto y Puya (1952) 
El PIP (1954) 
El Radical (1955) 
Claridad - MPI, (1959) 
Bandara (1960) 
El Socialista (1964) 
La Hora - PIP (?) 
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